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remarkable  case 

O  F 

peter  hasenclever, 

MERCHAN  T; 

Formerly  one  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Iron  Wor^s 
Pot- ASH  Manufaftory,  &c.  eftablilhed,  and  fuccefs- 
fully  carried  on  under  his  Direftion,  in  the  Provinces 
of  New  York.,  and  New  Jersey,  in  North 

A  M  E  R.  I  c  A, ’till  November  1766. 


The  Condua  of  the  T  R u  ST EES  of  that  Undertaking, 
in  the  DifmilTion  of  the  faid  Peter  Hasenclever, 
and  their  unprecedented  Proceedings  againft  him  in 
America,  and  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
fince  his  Return  to  England,  are  expofed. 

This  Case  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  the  Confideration  of  the 
KING,  and  both  Houses  of  P  a  r  l  i  a  m  e  n  t,  to 
whom  the  much-injured  Complainant  looks  up  for  Redrefs. 


X)  LONDON; 

■< 

I  Printed  in  the  \ear  1773* 
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THE 


CASE 

O  F 

PETER  HASENCLEVER,  &c. 


IT  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  every  honeft  man 
to  vindicate  his  charafter,  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  world,  when  his  fortune  is  ruined, 
and  his  reputation  attacked,  either  to  gratify  the 
malice,  or  to  ferve  the  interefted  purpofes  of 
inveterate  enemies.  At  the  fame  time,  he  cannot 
but  lament,  the  necelTity  of  expofing  fome  perfons 
of  rank  in  life,  (holding  public  employments 
under  the  belt  of  Princes)  to  the  juft  indignation 
of  their  f'ellow  Subjedls,  and  of  all  fenfible  and 
unprejudiced  foreigners. 

It  is  with  reluctance,  therefore,  that  the  much- 
injured  Complainant  finds  himfelf  in  a  fituation 
which  obliges  him  to  deteft  and  refute  the  fal¬ 
lacious  affertions,  and  to  expofe  the  erroneous 
affidavits,  which  Eieutenaat  General  David 
Greeme  *,  George  Jackfon,  Efq*,  Deputy  Se¬ 
cretary  of  the  Admiralty  *,  the  late  Commo¬ 
dore  Arthur  Forrefl,  together  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  perfons  of  inferior  Note,  John  Pdves,  td'q; 
Mure,  Son,  and  Arkinibn,  and  Mr.  Ricli^ 
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ard  Willis,  have  fet  forth,  and  promulgated  with 
the  two  following  inhuman  and  malicious  Inten¬ 
tions  *,  firft,  to  prevent  his  obtaining  an  honourable 
difeharge  from  a  commifiion  of  bankruptcy,  ifiued 
againlt  him  in  confequence  of  their  perfidy,  and 
of  the  diflionefty  of  one  of  his  partners  ;  iecondly, 
to  deflroy  his  character  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  world,  where  he  was  formerly  honoured  and 
refpedted,  as  a  capital  merchant. 

The  following  narrative,  then,  is  made  public 
with  no  other  view  but  to  obtain  juftice,  and  to 
remove  the  prejudices  which  the  numerous  cor- 
refpondents  of  the  Complainant,  in  Europe  *,  and 
in  South  and  North  America,  (many  of  them  per- 
fons  of  the  firft  diftineftion)  may  have  harbour’d 
againft  him,  through  the  mifreprefentations  of  his 
unjuft  perfecutors  *,  and  to  convince  them,  that 
oppreffed  innocence  may  fuffer,  even  in  this  land 
of  Civil  Freedom,  from  powerful  oppofition,  with¬ 
out  even  a  probability  of  obtaining  redrefs,  unlefs 
fupported  by  as  powerful  friends,  and  by  an  am¬ 
ple  fortune :  this,  he  apprehends,  he  ftiall  clearly 
deinonftrate  in  the  fequel  of  this  fingular  cafe. 

An  early  knowledge  of  the  excellency  of  the 
Britifti  Conftitution,  of  the  extenfivc  commerce  of 
Great  Britain,  and  of  the  Civil  Liberty,  wFich 
every  fubjefi:  enjoys  under  a  due  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  made  me  defirous  to  acquire,  by  naturali¬ 
zation,  the  privileges  of  a  Briton. 

Accordingly,  1  laid  my  plan  for  that  purpofe,  and 
arrived  in  London  in  the  Summer  of  1763,  from  a 
tour  which  I  had  made  thro’  Europe  on  the  m.er- 
cantile  concerns  of  my  houfe  at  Cadiz  *,  bringing 
with  me  an  eafy  fortune,  which  enabled  me  to 
eftablifn  another  houfe  in  London,  and  to  join 
my  wife  and  family,  which,  in  1757,  on  account 

of 
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of  her  ill  ftate  of  health,  had  been  obliged  to  quit 
the  hot  climate  of  Cadiz,  and  to  retire  to  this  mild 
region.  The  new  connection  I  formed,  and  which 
has  been  the  fource  of  all  rny  misfortunes,  was 
with  Mr.  Andrew  Seton,  then  a  merchant  in 
London,  and  Mr.  Charles  Crofts,  a  young  gentle¬ 
man  of  family,  who  v/as  returned  from  Amfterdam, 
v;here  he  had  ferved,  for  fome  years,  in  one  of  the  . 
principal  houfes  of  commerce  we  agreed  to  begin 
bufinefs  with  a  capital  of  21,000  1.  fterling,  of 
which  I  was  to  furniHi  8000  1.  Mr.  Andrew  Seton 
8000  1.  and  Mr.  Charles  Crofts  5000  1.  and,  on 
this  footing,  we  eftabliihed  our  houie,  as  general 
merchants,  under  the  firm  of  Idafenclcvcr,  Seton 
and  Crofts. 

H  aving  examined,  when  on  my  travels,  the  moft 
confiderable  manufaftures  in  England,  Germany, 
France,  Sweden,  and  Spain  ;  being  theoretically  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  nature  of  theftcel,  iron,  and  pot- 
afli  manufadtures,  and  the  culture  of  hemp,  flax, 
and  madder,  and  being  informed  that  there  were 
in  North  America  rich  fteel,  and  iron  mines,  with 
inexhauftible  woods,  full  of  timber  fit  for  coal  ; 

■ — an  article  exceeding  fcarce  and  expenfive  in 
Europe. 

That  there  were  alfo  fine  valleys,  which  con¬ 
tained  the  moft  fertile  land  for  the  culture  of 
hemp,  flax,  and  madder,  watered  with  fine  ftreams 
to  eredl  works  upon,  and  that  great  tradts  of  land, 
with  all  thefe  advantages  upon  them,  might  be 
purchafed  for  little  money,  or  acquired  by  patent, 
if  vacant.  Thefe  favourable  circumftances  ex¬ 
cited  my  curiofity  to  examine  into  thele  affairs, 
and,  I  found,  by  tlie  calculation  of  cxpences,  that 
eftablifliments  of  iron  and  pot-afti  manufadfures 
in  North  America,  would  produce,  on  the  capital 

B  4  required 
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required  to  carry  them  on,  a  clear  profit  of  from 
20  to  30  per  cent,  per  annum  ;  and  the  culture 
of  hemp,  flax,  and  madder,  a  flill  greater  ad¬ 
vantage. 

Being  defirous  to  realize  an  eftate  in  the  Britifli 
Dominions,  thefe  promifing,  and,  according  to  all 
appearance,  infallible  advantages,  animated  me  to 
quit  England  for  a  yea.r,  or  1  8  months  at  fartheft, 
in  order  to  p-o  to  America  to  make  fuch  eftablifli- 

o  , 

ments  as  might  enable  me  to  enjoy  thefe  advan¬ 
tages  at  a  time,  when  in  Europe,'  and  particularly 
in  England,  landed  eftates,  and  the  Public  Funds 
hardly  produced  3  i-half,per  cent,  befides,  being 
fubjed  to  great  fluctuations. 

For  the  purfnic  of  fuch  valuable  acquilitions 
I  found  there  was  nothing  wanting  but  expert 
workmen,  and  thefe  I  was  fure  to  enpape  in  Ger- 
many.  I  had  colleftcd,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
travels,  the  beft  fteel  and  iron  ores  of  the  moft 
celebrated  mines  in  Europe  *,  and  likewife  filver 
ores  from  the  mines  of  Mexico,  which  I  confi- 
dered  as  guides  for  a  difeovery  of  valuable  mines" 
in  America  ;  particularly  fince  Great  Britain,  by 
the  laft  treaty  of  peace  became  pofiefied,  befides 
Canada,  of  Eafl  and  Weft-Fioricia,  Louifiana,  anci 
the  left  borders  of  the  MiiTiflippi,  and  it  was  not 
unreaibnable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  veins  of  the 
filver  mines,  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Miffilfippi, 
might  run  into  the  Engllh  territory. 

As  the  firfl:  care  of  a  merchant  or  manufaftu'rer 
mull  be  to  know  the  confumption  of  the  goods, 
which  he  is  to  import  or  to  make,  I  carefully 
obferved  this  point,  and,  on  examination,  found 
that  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  imported  an¬ 
nually 

Forty 
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Forty  thoufand  ton  of  Bar  Iron  from  i  ' 

foreign  nations,  at  i6L  fterling  >  640,000 

per  ton,  - -  -  ^ 

Hemp,  Flax,  and  Timber  —  • —  i,ooO|>ooo 
Madder,  Pot  and  Pearl  Allies,  - -  360,000 


£,  2,000,000 

Thus,  having  a  certain  market,  and  being  defirous 
to  contribute  my  mite,  as  a  good  fubjeft  and  citi¬ 
zen,  towards  the  augmentation  of  trade  and  navi* 
gation,  I  refolved  to  eftablilh  the  above-mentioned 
manufactures  in  North  America. 

I  communicated  my  intention  to  the  ,Lords 
Commiffioncrs  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  that  I 
might  not  incur  the  difpleafure  of  government  by 
uncountenanced  undertakings  *,  and  their  Lord* 
fliips  were  plealed  to  exprefs  their  approbation 
of  my  plan,  in  writing,  given  under  their  feal, 
the  lOth  of  January  1764. 

My  next  ftep  was  to  inform  fome  friends  of  my 
defign,  and  they  being  defirous  to  become  adven¬ 
turers,  agreed  verbatim,  to  expend  from  10  to 
40,000  1.  as  circumftances  might  require,  to  com¬ 
plete  the  enterprile.  Having  thus  obtained  the 
approbation  of  my  friends,  and  their  promife  to 
fupport  me,  I  concerted  with  my  partners,  Seton 
and  Crofts,  how  to  conduCt  the  affairs  of  our 
houfe  in  London,  during  my  abfence. 

I  then  fent  agents  to  Germany  to  engage  the 
necelfary  workmen,  and  to  conduCl  them  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  for  which  Country  I  embarked  on  the  zotli 
of  April  from  Falmouth,  and  arrived  at  New 

York  the  4th  of  June  1764. 

Immediately  after  my  arrival  in  America,  I 
examined  the  country,  and  found  all  the  above- 
mentioned  advantages.  I  bought  a  decayed  Iron 
Q  ^  work 
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work  in  New  Jerley,  publiflied  for  fale,  in  the 
New  York  news  papers,  before  my  departure  from 
London,  which  could  not  be  carried  on  for  want 
of  able  workmen,  I  repaired  it  without  lofs  of 
time,  and  made  Iron  in  the  month  of  November. 
I  purchafed,  and  then  acquired  by  degrees,  (by 
patent)  for  account  of  the  American  Company 
upwards  of  50,000  acres  of  land,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Iron  works,  and  for  the  planting  of  Hemp, 
Flax,  and  Madder.  I  purchafed  befides  122  horfes, 
2 14  draft  oxen,  and  51  cows,  and  a  vaft  number  of 
implements  for  the  works,  difcovered,  and  worked  ; 
and  I  tried  53  different  Iron  mines,  and  tranfportecl 
535  perfons  to  America  from  Germany,  as  Miners, 
Founders,  Forgemen,  Colliers,  Carpenters,  Mafons, 
and  Labourers,  with  their  wives  and  children,  and 
eredted  between  the  ift  of  May  1765,  and  No¬ 
vember  1766,  the  following  buildings,  viz. 


In  the  Province  of  New  Jersey. 
At  Charlottenburg. 


V 


1  Furnace 

2  Forges,  with  8  fires, 
So  feet  long,  and  45 
broad 

1  Stamping- mill 

3  Coal-houfes 

2  Blackfmiths  Shops 

7  Frame-houfes,  with 
bricks 


37  Log-houfes 
3  Store-houfes 

2  Saw-mills 

3  Stables 

1  Carpenter’s  Shop 

2  Refervoirs 

3  Ponds 

5  Bridges. 


*  So  the  adventurers  in  this  undertaking  filled  themfelves 


At 
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At  R 1 

1  Furnace 

4  Forges,  1 1  fires 
I  Stamping-mill 

5  Coal-houfes 

3  Blackfmiths  Shops 
17  Frame-houfes,  with 

bricks 

4  Square  Log-houfes 

3  Stone-houfes 
I  Store-houfc 

At  L  o 

I  Furnace 

1  Forge,  with  4  fires 

2  Coal-houfes 

2  Blackfmiths  Shops 

4  Frame-houfes 

6  Log-houfes 
I  Store-houfe 


G  W  O  0  D. 

25  Colliers  Houfes 
I  Saw-mill 
I  Grifl-mill 
I  Horfe-ftable 
I  Carpenter’s  Shop 
4  Barracks  andbarns 

1  Refervoir 
4  Ponds 

2  Bridges, 


G  P  O  N  D. 

6  Colliers  Houfes 
I  Saw-mill 
I  Horfe-ftable 

1  Refervoir 

2  Ponds 

2  Bridges. 


In  the  Province 

At  Cortland. 

I  Furnace 
I  Coal-houfe 
5  Frame-houfes  '  ■ 

1  Store-houfe 
I  Stable 
4  J^og-houfes 
1  Barn 

I  Blackfmith’s  Shop 
I  Bridge 
1  Pond. 


of  New  York. 

At  New  Petersburg. 

1  Saw-mill 

2  Frame-houfes 
34  Log-houfes 

I  Stable 
I  Barn 
I  Pond 

I  Pot  and  Pearl-afli 
manutafture. 


I 
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The  Acres  of  Land  for  each  Department. 


Charlottenburg  -  -  65^3 

Ringwood  and  Longpond  —  -  155O29 

Cortland  - -  —  — 

New  Fetersburg  —  -  24,755 


«  .  .  . 

Augmentation,  5  per  cent,  for  Highways,  7  A  *  ‘ 

on  34,737  acres  at  —  —  —  J 


Total  acres, 


50,673-r-llr 


All  thefe  buildings  were  eredled  in  the  above- 
mentioned  time,  and  nearly  finifhed,  except  2  Fur¬ 
naces,  and  2  Coal-houfes,  the  foundations  of  which 
were  laid,  and  2  Forges  at  Charlottenburg  wanted 
«nly  bellowfes. 

The  Refervoirs  were  confiderable  works,  from 
I,  i-half  to  5  miles  long,  and  3'4ths  to  2  miles 
broad,  and  two  of  them  contained  more  water  than 
the  famous  Eclnfe  of  St.  Feriol  in  Languedoc, 
which  furnilhes  the  canal  with  water  in  Summer. 
I  made  thefe  Refervoirs  on  purpofe  to  preferve  the 
water  from  the  Winter’s  rain  and  fnow,  for  the 
Summer,  when  the  ftreams  are  almoft  dried  up  : 
fo  that  the  works  being  well  fupplied  wifh  water 
might  never  be  at  a  ftand.  The  working  of  fo 
many  Mines  was  not  only  a  very  expenfive,  but 
alfo  a  very  laborious  and  vexatious  work.  The 
difappointments  were  incredible ;  in  fome  places 
we  found  abundance  of  Ore,  but  it  proved  coldr- 
fhear^  copperijh^  and  fulphureotis^  and  of  an  arfenical 
quality ;  fo  that  it  could  not  be  ufed,  and  out  of 
53  Mines,  7  only  proved  good.  The  making  of 

roads 
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roads  and  bridges  was  alfo  a  tirefomc,  laborious, 
and  expenfive  work  ;  and  they  were  ablolutely 
neceffary  for  the  tranfport  of  Provifions,  Coal  Ore, 
and  Iron  from  the  works  ;  and  fome  roads  were 
from  j  to  8  miles  long.  The  fudden  floods,  which 
arofe  the  fecond  Winter,  1765,  ruined  almoft  all 
the  dams,  which  occafioned  not  only  a  great  lofs 
of  time,  but  nearly  as  much  expence  to  rebuild 
them  as  they  firfl:  coft. 

The  refraftory  difpofition  of  the  people  was  alfo 
a  troublefome  affair  ^  they  had  been  engaged  in 
Germany  to  be  found  in  provifions  ;  they  were 
not  to  be  fatisfied  ;  the  Country  People  put  many 
chimeras  in  their  heads,  and  made  them  believe, 
that  they  were  not  obliged  to  Hand  to  the  contract 
and  agreements,  made  with  them  in  Germany  ; 
they  pretended  to  have  their  wages  raifed,  which 
I  refufed.  They  made  bad  work  ;  I  complained, 
and  reprimanded  them  ;  they  told  me,  they  could 
not  make  better  work  at  fuch  low  wages ;  and,  if 
they  did  not  pleafe  me,  I  might  difmifs  them.  I 
was,  therefore,  obliged  to  fubmit,  for  it  had  cofl: 
a  prodigious  expence  to  tranfport  them  from  Ger¬ 
many;  and,  had  I  difmified  them,  I  muft  have 
loft  thefe  difburfements,  and  could  get  no  good 
workmen  in  their  ftead.  The  defertion,  ficknefs, 
and  death  of  many  of  the  people,  and  of  two  of 
my  firft  managers,  was  not  only  a  great  lofs  and 
trouble,  but  alio  a  terrible  difappointment,  which 
occafioned  many  things  to  be  neglected  but,  par¬ 
ticularly,  made  me  behind-hand  with  my  accounts. 
In  a  word,  it  would  be  too  tedious  a  tafic  to 
mention  the  feveral  accidents  that  happened. 

All  thefe  difficulties  had  1  to  overcome  in  a  new, 
wild,  and  thinly-inhabited  country,  where  all  afli- 
fiance  is  not  only  fcarce,  but  hkewife  expenfive  *, 


(  ) 

yeti  conquered  them  all,  and,  in  about  i8  months, 
had  advanced  the  works  to  the  ftate  already  men¬ 
tioned.  Thofe  v/ho  know  what  building  is,  may 
eafily  conceive  that  I  had  my  hands  full  of  work, 
particularly  fince  the  fettlements  lay  at  a  diftance, 
one  from  another,  of  from  lo  to  20  miles,  and  the 
plantation,  on  the  Mohawk  River,  240  miles 
While  I  was  thus  affiduoufly  employed  to  bring 
the  whole  enterprife  to  perfedtion,  I  received  ad¬ 
vice,  that  Major  General  David  Greeme,  and 
George  Jackfon,  Efq-,  now  Deputy  Secretary  of 
the  Admiralty,  John  Elves,  Efq*,  Mr.  Richard 
Willis,  and  others,  had  become  partners  in  my 
undertaking,  January  1766.  General  Greeme,  and 
Mr.  Jackfon  favoured  me  with  their  Letters  in 
1766,  and  “  did  not  know  whether  to  applaud 
more  my  zeal  and  perfeverance,  as  acquilirions 
to  my  friends,  or  to  the  nation  in  general,”  but 
that  both  muft  confefs  themfelves  obliged.  Meffrs. 
Seton  and  Crofts  had  written  to  me  in  July,  1765  : 
We  can  now,  with  the  utmoft  pleafure  and  fatif- 
faction,  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  univerfally  allowed 
by  the  trade  to  be  the  beft  drawn  Iron,  by  far, 
‘‘  that  ever  made  its  Appearance  in  the  London 
Market  from  America  ^  it  has  been  tried,  and 
found  of  an  exceeding  good  quality.”  Mr. 
W^illis,  the  agent,  likewile  confirmed  that  my  Iron 
was  by  far  the  beft  made  in  America.  Thefe 
letters  were  pleafing  ;  but,  what  was  more  agree¬ 
able  to  me,  was,  that  Mr.  Andrew  Seton  fent  me 
ftates  of  the  progrefs,  in  trade,  of  our  houfe  in 
London,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  the  houfe  got 

*  I  chofe  this  plantation  at  fuch  a  diftance,  becaufe  I  could 
not  get  fertile  land  near  New  York,  for  the  purpofe  of  planting 
Hemp,  Flax,  and  Madder.  ^  * 


from 
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from  4000L  to  6000I.  per  ann. ;  and,  in  Feb.  1 766^ 
they  wrote  to  me  in  thefe  terms  :  “  Dear  Friend’ 

This  year  we  fnall  double  our  capital/’  Being  thus 
amufed  by  the  accounts  and  promiles  of  Andrew Se- 
ton  and  encouraged  by  my  friends,  I  underwent  the 
greateft  fatigues  with  pleafure,  untill  the  end  of 
September,  when  I  received  advice  from  my  friends 
in  London,  and  in  Cadiz,  that  Andrew  Seton  lived 
at  an  amafing  expenfive  rate,  and  carried  on  an 
immenfe  circulation  in  bills  and  notes,  the  deftrndl- 
ion  of  every  houfe  in  trade  which  continues  it,  and 
a  fure  fore-runner  of  bankruptcy.  Thefe  advices 
fo  terrified  me,  that  I  immediately  ufed  my  utmoft 
endeavours  to  fettle  my  extenfive  affairs  in  America, 
as  well  as  my  circumftances  would  permit,  and 
gave  my  plan  and  inftruftions  to  Mr.  William 
Seton,  in  New' York,  and  to  the  managers  on  the 
works,  how  to  condudl  affairs  during  my  abfence, 
hoping  to  be  in  time  in  England,  to  prevent  the 
misfortune  which  1  dreaded. 

The  extenfive  buildings,  the  numerous,  unforc- 
feen  accidents,  the  ficknefs  of  the  people,  and  death 
of  my  managers,  required  the  affiltance  and  pre¬ 
fence  of  my.  book-keeper  contlantly  at  the  works, 
which  occafioned  my  accounts  to  remain  behind¬ 
hand  ;  and,  therefore,  1  could  not  carry  my  books 
with  me  to  London,  but  1  recommended  it  to  my 
book-keeper  to  v^rite  them  up,  and  fend  them  after 
me  to  London,  and  took  only  a  general  extraft  of 
what  every  work  had  coll.  Having  fo  far  fettled 
matters,  I  departed  from  New  York  the  13th  of 
Movember  1766  ;  at  this  time,  the  whole  expence^ 
of  the  above-mentioned  works,  land,  tranlport  of 
people,  purchafe  of  cattle,  and  implements,  had 
been  about  54,600!.  It  muft  be  obfeivcd,  that 
from  November  1766,  the  v/orks  were  no  longer 
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under  my  dlreftion  ;  and,  from  this  period,  the 
i  tnifearriage  of  the  whole  enterprife  may  be 

^  dated,  as  will  clearly  appear  by  the  fequel  of  this 

narrative.  I  arrived,  the  20th  of  Oftober  1766, 
at  my  houfe  at  Putney,  where  I  met  my  partner, 
Mr.  Charles  Crofts,  who  abruptly  acquainted  me, 
that  Andrew  Seton  was  a  bankrupt,  and  was  in¬ 
debted  to  the  partnerfhip  a  confiderable  fum. 

The  perplexity  into  which  I  was  thrown  by  this 
fudden  and  unexpefted  cataftrophe,  is  inexpreffible, 
I  repaired  to  London  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of 
the  houfe,  and  found  a  Letter  of  Licence  had  been 
granted  to  Seton  and  Crofts,  under  the  infpeftion 
of  fix  gentlemen  creditors  :  a  ftate  of  affairs  was 
then  delivered  to  me,  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
Andrew  Seton  was  debtor  to  the  houfe  14,500!. 
and  that  Mr.  Crofts  and  myfelf  had  been  facrifice4 
to  the  artifices  and  treachery  of  Seton  and  his 
friends  *,  but  my  8000 1.  part  of  the  capital,  was 
I  not  only  full  in  the  houfe,  but  the  partnerfhip 

was  befides  indebted  to  me  3999  h  14  s.  lod. 
chiefly  for  money  remitted,  on  my  private  account, 
from  Cadiz,  and  which*  made  part  of  the  firft  divb 
dend  to  the  creditors.  According  to  the  ftate  of 
,  affairs  delivered  to  me,  it  appears,  that  the  credits 

I  and  cfFeifls  of  the  houfe  exceeded  the  demands 

I  on  it,  ^  —  - -  £,  13,002  o  10 

To  which  miifl  be  added  my  de-  > 

i  '  mand  on  the  houfe,  -  3  3999  ^4 


Thus  there  appeared  a  furplus  of  17,001  15  8 

On  further  examination  I  difeovered  that  An¬ 
drew  Seton  had  kept  up  his  firft  pretended  capital 
of  8000 1.  which  he  was  to  bring  into  the  houfe, 
by  a  clandeftine  circulation  of  notes,  amongft  his 
■private  friendr,  during  my  prefence  in  London, 

but 
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bur,  in  my  abfence,  he  had  exchanged  his  private 
notes  for  thofe  of  the  partnerfliip,  and  thus  became 
at  once  our  debtor. 

Commodore  Arthur  Forrefb,  who  had  the 
reputation  of  having  acquired  a  confiderable 
fortune  during  the  lad  war,  and  who  promifed 
to  be  Seton’s  fnpporter,  and  to  affid  the  houfe, 
if  required,  with  his  funds,  on  the  contrary,  had 
been  fupported  by  the  houfe  of  Hafenclever, 
Seton  and  Crofts  during  my  abfence,  and  they  were 
condantly  in  advance  for  him,  from  5000  1.  to 
1 6,000  1.  and  thus  the  houfe  was  drained  of  cadi 
to  ferve  this  private  friend  of  Seton,  who  had  alfo 
given  a  fraudulent  credit,  of  4000  1.  derling,  to 
Commodore  Arthur  Forred,  entered  in  the  books 
after  the  houfe  had  failed,  by  means  of  an  article 
in  the  journal  erafed,  and  that  erafement  wrote 
over,  and  thus  had  made  him  a  creditor,  when  be¬ 
fore  he  was  a  confiderable  debtor. 

I  found  alfo  that  Medrs.  Mure,  Son  and  At- 
kinfon  were  become  partners  in  the  American 
Company,  by  means  of  a  credit  of  5000  1.  which 
Andrew  Seton  had  given  them  in  account  of  our 
houfe  *,  but  this  account,  which  was  danding  in 
1765,  has  not  been  fettled  to  this  day,  though 
Medrs.  Mure,  Son  and  Co.  have  been  called  upon 
by  the  adignees  to  give  in  their  account ;  for  as 
Andrew  Seton  had  aded  fo  fraudulently,  they 
truded  more  to  the  regularity  of  the  books  and 
accounts  of  Medrs.  Mure,  Son  and  Atkinfon  as 
it  dands  on  their  books,  which  account  is  not  yet 
cleared  up. 

As  foon  as  I  had  examined  the  affairs  of  Hafen¬ 
clever,  Seton  and  Crofts,  I  delivered  to  my  part¬ 
ners  in  the  American  Company,  the  deeds  of  the 
lands  and  edates  which  I  had  bought  in  my  name, 
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and  gave  them  an  account  of  my  tranfa6tions  in 
America,  and  a  general  account  of  the  expences 
of  each  department  of  the  works.  My  conduft 
proved  in  every  refpedt  fo  fatisfadory  to  my  part¬ 
ners  in  the  American  Company,  that  they,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  perfuaded  and  engaged  me  to  return  to 

America  to  bring  the  whole  undertaking  to  per- 
fedion. 

In  confequcnce  of  which,  a  deed  of  partnerfliip 
was  drawn  up,  and  out  of  all  the  partners  of  the 
American  Company,  the  following  were  chofen 
truftees  :  Major  General  David  Greeme,  George 
Ja.ckfon,  Efq;  Commodore  Arthur  Forreft,  Mr. 
Richard  Willis,  and  Mr.  Richard  Atkinfon,  mer¬ 
chants,  and  the  faid  deed  was  figned  the  iith  of 
May  1767,  by  which  they  all  acknowledged  them- 
felves  fatisfied  with  my  condud,  and  approved  of 
all  my  tranfadions  ;  and,  in  order  to  engage  me 
to  return  to  America,  and  to  take  the  charge  and 
diredion  of  the  works  upon  me,  they  offered  and 
allowed  ms  Three  fhares  gratis^  in  the  whole  un¬ 
dertaking,  valued  at  1000 1.  each,  befides  three 
per  cent,  com  million  on  the  iron,  and  all  other 
American  produds,  which  I  fhould  fend  over  to 
England  for  account  of  the  American  Company, 

2  one-half  per  cent,  commillion,  on  provilions  and 
goods,  which  I  fhould  buy  for  the  ufe  of  the  works, 
and  one  per  cewt.  on  all  goods  which  I  fhould  re¬ 
ceive  from  London,  and  forward  to  the  works. 

For  thefe  advantages,  I  was  obliged  to  give  up 
my  claims  on  the  Company  for  commilTicms  and 
private  expences  due  to  me,  amounting  to  5000  1. 
and  a  tradt  of  1 1,500  acres  of  land  on  the  borders 
of  Lah  Champlain^  of  which  the  Governor  and 
Council  had  given  me  a  grant.  I  made  a  facrifice 
of  this  valuable  acquifition,  becaufe  I  had  ac-reed 

CD 

by 


(  15  ) 

by  the  deed  of  partnerfhip,  not  to  acquire,  for  the 
future,  any  land  for  my  private  account,  fince  they 
allowed  me  the  advantages  above-mentioned,  thefe 
I  confidcred  as  a  certain  annual  revenue  of  from 
1200  1.  to  1400 1.  fterling,  in  cafe  the  works  had 
been  well  conduced  ;  for,  according  to  the  con- 
felTion  of  the  Agent  and  Managers,  they  could 
have  made  1400  ton  of  Bar-iron  yearly  ;  however, 
that  I  may  not  be  impeached  of  over-rating  the 
quantity,  I  fhall  only  ftate  my  commiflion  on 
1250  ton  of  Bar-iron  per  annum,  value  16  1.  fterl. 
per  ton,  at  3  per  cent.  —  —  £,  600  o 

Threeprivate,  and 3  gratis  fliares,  6  fliares  7 

at  loool.  7  per  cent,  profit  on  6000I. ^ 
CommifTion  on  provifions  and  goods 
amounting  to  8000  1.  per  annum,  at  2 

I -half  per  cent.  -  - - -  . 

On  Pig-iron,  400  ton  per  annum,  at  6  L 

per  ton,  -  -  ^  ^ 

On  Pot  and  Peaii-afhes,  35  ton.  per  ann.  1 
30  1.  per  ton,  -  - j  3^ 
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Thefe  commiflions  and  profits  would  have  en- 
creafed  yearly,  by  the  eftablifhment  of  a  Steel 
Manufaftory,  and  by  the  cultivation  of  Hemp, 
Flax,  and  Madder. 

Though  my  partnerlhip  had  failed,  my  private 
credit  was  ftill  eftablifhed,  and  my  private  affairs, 
which  I  could  have  carried  on,  would  have  ren¬ 
dered  me  at  leaft  1500I.  more  per  ann.  Thefe 
circumftances  animated  me  to  return  to  America, 
a  country  which  I  loved. 

Before  I  quitted  London,  I  called  Melfrs. 
Seton  and  Crofts  together,  to  examine  the  affairs 
of  our  partnerlhip  ;  but  I  found  they  were  be¬ 
come 
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come  very  confiderably  worfe  fince  my  arrival  in 
England  in  four  months.  As  by  Andrew  Seton, 
and  his  family  connedions,  the  houfe  loft  entire¬ 
ly  above  2i,oool.  fterling,  there  appeared  now  in 
lieu  of  17,000!.  furplus,  a  deficiency  of  2  s.  in  the 
pound.  I  promifed  to  fnpply  this  deficiency  out 
of  my  private  eftate,  and  to  pay  every  creditor  in 
full,  which  laudable  intention  I  fhould  have 
accomplifhed,  had  I  not  been  ruined  by  the  trea¬ 
cherous  proceedings  of  the  American  Company, 
or  more  properly  by  the  Truftees. 

I  embarked  the  ift  of  June,  1767,  for  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  arrived  the  1 6th  of  Auguft  at  New- 
York.  Immediately  after  my  arrival  in  that  city, 
I  re-aflumed  the  Diredion  of  the  American  Com¬ 
pany’s  affairs,  which  I  found  negleded,  and  in 
the  gteateft  Confufion  ;  my  books  which  I  had  or¬ 
dered  to  be  fent  after  me  to  London,  I  found  in 
the  ftate  I  had  left  them  at  my  departure  ;  and  Mr. 
William  Seton,  to  whom  I  had  given  my  inftruc- 
tions,  had  married,  was  gone  to  London,  and  had 
abandoned  his  truft ;  and  thus  the  whole  bufmefs 
fell  on  Mr.  Pollman  my  book-keeper,  who  there¬ 
by  had  been  rendered  incapable  to  execute  my 
orders  concerning  the  accounts  ;  and  Mr.  Seton, 
who  for  about  twelve  months  had  tranfaded  the 
American  Company’s  bufmefs  at  New-York  had 
entered  thefe  affairs  amongft  his  private  tranfac- 
tions,  fo  that  I  could  not  balance  mv  books  till 
his  return  to  New-York  in  April,  1768.  I  re¬ 
paired  to  the  works,  where  I  found  my  orders  had 
been  omitted,  and  feveral  rafh  ones  executed,  a 
thoufand  accidents  and  difappointments  had  hap,- 
pened ;  amongft  others,  two  new  coal  houfes  had 
been  burned,  with  the  bellows  planks,  for  the 
furnace  and  forges  at  Charlottenburg  *,  by  this 

accident 
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accident  alone,  the  complete  finifhing  of  the  fur- 
nace  was  retarded  eight  months,  as  fuch  planks 
cannot  be  bought,  but  muft  be  cut  and  dried  on 
purpofe. 

I  informed  the  Triiftees  of  the  omifTions  and 
negleft  of  the  Managers^  who,  by  their  letter  of 
the  7th  of  Auguil,  acquitted  me  of  the  bad  ma¬ 
nagement  of  which  they  had  been  advifed  before 
my  arrival,  and  juftly  laid  it  to  the  charge  of  thofe 
who  had  conduced  the  works  during  my  ab- 
fence. 

My  honour  and  intereft  were  both  engaged  to 
repair  the  faults  which  had  been  committed.  I 
laid  a  plan  of  ftrift  oeconomy  ;  difcharged  as 
many  people  as  the  nature  of  the  works  would 
permit,  and,  in  about  a  month,  had  reduced  the 
expences  to  one-third  lefs,  and  the  whole  bufinefs 
had  now  taken  a  favourable  turn,  and  began  to 
promife  complete  fuccefs. 

But,  unfortunately  for  the  whole  undertaking, 
46  days  after  my  arrival,  Mr.  Jefton  Huynfray 
landed  at  New  York,  who  had  been  engaged  by 
Major  General  Greeme  and  the  other  Truftees,  to 
be  Agent  and  Manager  of  the  Iron-works.  The 
Truftees  had  given  him  full  power,  and  agreed 
to  approve  of  every  thing  he  ftiould  do,  or  caufe 
to  be  done  ;  in  virtue  of  which,  he  aftiimed  the 
foie  direcftion  of  the  Company’s  affairs,  on  the  ift 
of  Odober  1767.. 

This  clandeftine  manoeuvre  does  little  honour 
to  the  difcernment  of  the  Truftees,  as  they  had 
engaged  a  man  for  the  condiiding  of  fuch  im¬ 
portant  affairs,  without  informing  themfelves 
about  his  abilities  or  charader — a  man,  who  had 
never  managed  Iron-works,  and  was  utterly  igno¬ 
rant  of  his  bufinefs.  If  they  had  enquired  all 
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over  Europe,  they  never  could  have  found  a  more 
ignorant,  obllinate  Manager.  Ele  neglcded  the 
mod  fertile  Swamp  and  Bog  Meadows,  which  I 
had  cleared  and  drained  at  a  confiderable  expence, 
and  which  were  ot  the  greateft  neceffity  tor  the 
works  to  teed  our  cattle  •,  thefe  he  let  grow  wild 
again;  and,  in  lieu  of  fuch.fine  land,  he  cleared 
rocky  and  barren  land  for  meadows.  He  dil- 
charged  the  moft  expert  v/orkmen,  and  engaged 
ignorant  people  (who  burnt  both  Coal  and  Iron) 
in  their  place  ;  he  burft  a  new  furnace  by  his 
ignorance  ;  he  dug  up  pipes,  which  I  had  laid 
under-ground  to  fecure  them  from  the  froft  in 
Winter  time,  by  which  the  water  was  condufted 
on  the  furnace-wheels  ;  thefe  pipes  he  laid  on  a 
fcaffold ;  the  firft  cold  weather  froze  them,  and 
the  furnace  was  extinguifhed  for  want  of  water  to 
turn  the  wheels  ;  he  pulled  dov/n  a  new  overlhot 
forge,  and  built  it  underlliot.  Two  of  the  belt 
new  forges  and  fcveral  houfes  were  burnt  by  neg- 
left  ;  he  kept  about  an  hundred  lliperfluous  la¬ 
bourers  ;  and  though  he  was  poor,  he  lived  in 
fplendof  ;  kept  a  coach  for  his  wife,  and  faddle- 
horfes  for  his  ions  on  a  falary  of  200  1.  per  annum  ; 
and,  in  Ihort,  he  committed  a  thoufand  egregious 
miftakes  *,  lo  that,  obferving  fuch  adeftrudfive  ma¬ 
nagement,  I  generoully  informed  the  Truftees  of 
his  proceedings,  and  affured  them  that  Mr.  Hum- 

fray  would  fink  10,000  1.  per  ann.  but  I  received 
no  reply. 

I  now  plainly  faw,  that  inftead  of  having  a  divi¬ 
dend  of  7  per  cent,  profit,  amounting  to  420  1.  on 
my  fix  Ihares,  I  ihouid  certainly  be  obliged  to  pay 
fucha  fum  annualiyfor  lofies,and  therefore  I  refufed 
to  pay  th.^  calls,  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Jean  Duval,  and 
to  Mrs,  Mary  Crofts  not  to  contribute,  as  there 

would 
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would  be  a  certain  lofs.  ^  How  the  Trullees  will 
anfwer  their  condudt  to  their  conftituents,  in  thus 
defignedly  ruining  the  works,  and  caufing  a  lols 
inftead  of  profit,  I  do  not  know,  but  my  prediction 
of  a  confiderable  lofs  has  proved  true. 

The  Truftees  cannot  fliew,  that  they  have 
erected  a  fingle  neceffary  building,  purchafed  a 
fingle  acre  of  land,  or  tranfported  any  people  from 
Europe  *,  they  have  made  no  acquifition  of  any 
kind  whatever,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  furnace 
has  been  ruined  •,  forges  and  houfes  burnt  j  a  Pot- 
afh  manufacture  negleCted,  and  that  fine  fettle- 
ment  adjoining  to  the  fertile  German  Flats  on  the 
Mohawk  riv^er,  begun  for  the  culdvadon  ot  Hemp, 
Flax  and  Madder,  entirely  abandoned. 

Before  all  this  deftructive  work'  was  going  on, 

I  received  a  letter  from  the  Truftees,  dated  the 
i  2th  of  December  1767,  by  which  they  order  me, 
for  the  firft  time,  to  fend  home  my  books  and  ac¬ 
counts,  and  to  leave  the  conduCt  of  the  works  to 
Mr.  Humtray  without  controul,  (who  had  already 
conducted  them  iince  the  ifFoi  OClober) ;  but  by 
their  letter  of  27th  of  January  1768,  they  fend  me 
the  refolves  oF  the  American  Company,  by  which 
they  fuipend  me  from  all  tranfaCtions  in  their 
affairs,  becaufe  I  had  not  fent  my  accounts  and 
books,  which  was  45  days  after  the  order  of  the 
1 2th  of  December,  and  the  letters  require  90  days 
going  to  and  coming  back  from  New  York  to 
Eondon  : — thus  they  lufpend  and  condemn  me 
before  I  had  received  their  order,  or  they  could 

receive  my  anfwer  ! - My  accounts  current,  I 

fent  by  every  packet,  and  proved  the  American 
Company  my  debtors.  The  refolution  to  fufpend 
me,  1  received  only  in  April  •,  and,  by  their  letter  of 
the  7th  of  March,  which  I  received  the  3d  of  May 
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1 76s,  they  acquainted  me  that  they  had  difhonour’d 
my  bills,  which  amounted  to  10,823  1.  9  s,  2  d, 
the  greateft  part  of  which  returned  by  the  fame 
packet,  by  which  1  received  advice  of  their  pro- 
tefting  them,  which  made  me  refponfible  for  the 
amount,  with  20  per  cent,  damages. 

i  hus,  while  I  was  placing  entire  confidence  in 
the  f  ruftees,  (without  having  given  me  previous 
orders  not  to  draw,  and  while  I  paid  the  money 
for  which  I  had  drawn,  to  their  agent  or  to  his  or¬ 
der,  for  the  life  of  the  works  which  he  directed) 
they  perfieJioufiy  and  treacheroufly  proteft  my  bills, 
piLi.nge  me  unawares  into  the  greateft  difficulties, 
and  txpofe  me  to  imprifonment,  and  to  the  lofs  of 
fortune  and  reputation  ; — and  by  this  artful  con¬ 
trivance,  they  availed  themfelves  of  my  above- 
mentioned  property,  and  then  fraudulently  and 
deceitfully  cut  me  off  from  all  poffibility  of  re¬ 
ceiving  the  benefit  of  the  considerations  for 
which  I  had  given  it  up. 

T.  his  was  not  an  accidental,  but  a  premeditated 
deceit,  a  plot  whic!*  they  had  formed  before  they 
figned  the  .  deed  of  partnerfliip  with  me  ;  they 
glory  in  it,  iu  their  petitions  in  Chancery,  and  ac¬ 
knowledge,  that  they  made  this  deed  of  partner- 
fliip,  that  I  might  return  to  America,  and  affitTn 
the  lands  and  eftates  over  to  them,  which  I  nevrer 
had  niufed  to  do,  and  as  loon  as  the  general  deed 
of  conveyance  arrived  at  New  York,  I  figned  it 
without  delay  before  two  judges.  Fourtee^n  days 
^ter  my  departure  for  America,  they  allured 
Humfray,  that  as  foon  as  he  was  arrived,  I  fhould 
be  difcharged,^  as  I^can  prove  by  the  affidavit  of 
John  de  Noyeiles,  Elcp  niember  of  the  alTembiy 

at  iNew  Fork,  dated  at  xNcw  York,  the  18  th  of 
January  1769. 

I  have 
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I  have  often  been  reproached  for  having  had  too 
great  a  confidence  in  thefe  men.  But  could  I 
imagine,  that  an  Englifh  Lieutenant  General,  an 
Englifh  Commodore,  and  an  Englifli  Secretary  of 
the  Admiralty,  could  be  guilty  of  fo  deteftable,  fo 
treacherous  an  aftion  ?  1  might  alk,  had  they  no 
confidence  in  nie  ?  If  not,  why  did  they  engage 
me  to  return  to  America  ?  I  have  already  affigned 
the  realon — they  perfuaded  me  to  it,  that  they 
might  have  it  in  their  power  to  deceive  me  *,  and 
I  was  deceived,  becaufe  I  confidered  them  as  honeft 
men  *,  but  I  confefs  my  error. 

Nothing  was  omitted  to  complete  my  ruin. 
Mr.  Richard  Willis,  the  American  Company’s 
Agent,  ordered  me  by  letter  in  the  month  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1767,  to  purchafe  for  his  account  a  cargo 
of  wheat,  and  a  cargo  of  India  corn,  to  llnp  it 
for  Naples,  and  to  draw  on  him  for  the  amount; 
accordingly  I  drew  for  309  1.  and  he  protefted  my 
bill.  I  drew  alfo  on  him  for  my  own  account 
200  1.  and  ordered -him  to  draw  for  the  fame  fuin 
on  MefTrs.  Bohl  and  Hafenclever  in  Cadiz  ;  he 
accordingly  drew  200  i.  on  Cadiz,  but  protefted 
my  bill  on  him  for  the  faid  fum.  I  ordered  from 
him,  by  his  own  defire,  an  aflbrtment  of  India 
goods,  to  the  amount  of  1800I.  a  third  for  his 
account,  a  third  for  account  of  Mr.  Schutz,  and 
a  third  for  my  own  account ;  and  I  allov/ed  him 
to  draw  for  the  value  of  my  fhare  on  Cadiz,  which 
he  did,  but  never  fent  me  the  goods.  I  drew  on 
him  for  150  1.  in  favour  of  Mrs.  Hafenclever,  my 
wife,  for  her  and  family’s  fubfiftence,  and  he  not 
'  only  protefted  the  bill,  but  made  ufe  of  feveral 


moft  fcandalous  and  defamatory  expreffions  con¬ 
cerning  me  to  Mr.  Thomas  Nixon,  whopreiented 

the  faid  bill.  I  alfo  drew  for  149  h  ns.  in  favour 
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of  Mr.  Richard  Alfoph,  for  balance  due  by  Willis^ 
on  his  half  fhare  in  the  Ihip  Bilhop  of  Ofnabrug  ; 
this  bill  he  protefted^  and  wrote  ine^  that  after  I  had 
feiit  him  the  Builder’s  bill,  he  would  pay  the  faid 
149  I.  1 1  s.  I  fent  him  the  Builder’s  bill,  then  drew 
again,  and  he  protefted  my  draft.  The  fecond  pro- 
tell  of  the  laid  bill  occafioned  Richard  Alfoph  to 
publifh  me  in  the  New  York  Gazette  on  the  28th 
of  October,  as  an  abfconded  and  fraudulent  debtor. 
I  then  in  London,  and  thought  he  had  paid  the 
laid  bill  He  fold  my  half  fliare  in  the  lliip  Bifhop 
of  Ofnabrug,and  her  cargo  unnecefiarily.  This  lofs, 
and  the  damages — on  my  protefted  bills,  amounted 
together  to  1049  1.  ys.  and  ftill  he  remained  in¬ 
debted  to  me  per  balance  1391 1.  2  s.  which  I 
obliged  him  to  pay  to  my  affignees,  befides  the 
amount  of  the  bill  of  149  1.  1 1  s.  and  damages  to 
Mr.  Richard  Alfoph  ;  and  tho’  this  man  was  fo 
greatly  my  debtor,  he  acted  as  I  have  related,  and 
wrote  to  me  nth  of  March  176&,  as  follows  : - - 

But  under  the  unhappy  ficuation  of  your  affairs, 

A  BILL  MORE  COMING  BACK  WILL  BE  NO  GREAT 

additional  load  to  you.”  Many  Other  griev¬ 
ances  I  am  obliged  to  omit,  that  I  may  avoid  pro¬ 
lixity. 

Commodore  Arthur  Forreft  and  Mr.  Richard 
Willis,  petitioned  Lord  Hillfboroiigh,  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  American  Colonics,  to  fend  orders 
to  the  Governors  of  New  York  and  New  Jerfey,  to 
protect  the  works  from  any  attempt  which  1  might 
make  to  deftroy  them,  with  no  other  view,  as  I 
fuppofe,  but  to  injure  my  character  and  credit,  in 
the  opinion  of  that  noble  Lord. 

Both  Governors  communicated  this  order  to  me, 
and  were  much  furprifed  at  it,  as  they  were  witneftes 
that  I  ufed  my  utmoft  endeavours,  on  all  occafions, 

to 
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to  promote  private  and  public  good.  To  convince 
Lord  Hilliborough  of  the  reditude  of  my  conduft, 
I  petitioned  his  Excellency  William  Franklin,  Efq; 
Governor  of  the  New  Jerfeys,  in  whofe  government 
the  chief  works  were  fituated,  to  requell  four  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  firft  charadler  and  abilities,  to  infpe6t 
and  examine  the  aftual  Hate  of  the  works,  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  requefted  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl 
of  Sterling,  Colonel  John  Schuyler,  proprietor  of 
the  famous  Copper-miries,  the  Honourable  David 
Ogden,  Efq-,  and  Captain  James  Gray,  Efq;  (but 
as  Mr.  Ogden  was  ill,  he  requefted  Major  Tuines 
Dey  to  go  in  his  place :)  thefe  gentlemen  were  con¬ 
cerned  in  Mines  and  Iron-works,  and  were  proper 
judges-,  they  went  and  examined  the  works,  and 
lent  their  report  to  Governor  Franklin,  who  re¬ 
mitted  it  to  Lord  Hillfborough,  copy  of  which  is 
annexed  to  this  narrative. 

The  Truftees,  as  a  further  mortification  to  me, 
fent  Mr.  Andrew  Seton,  by  whofe  deceitful  con¬ 
duct  my  houfe  in  London  had  been  ruined,  with 
their  power  of  attorney  to  examine  my  accounts. 
I  gave  him  accefs  to  my  books  and  papers,  from 
which  he  drew  up  an  account  and  tranfmitted  it 
to  the  Truftees,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  if  the 
bills  I  had  drawn  were  not  honour’d,  there  would 
be  a  balance  of  27,706!.  6  s.  9  d.  New  York 
currency,  due  to  me. 

I  fent  to  the  Truftees,  by  the  fame  packet,  my 
accounts,  attefted  by  the  Hon.  Hugh  Wallace, 
Efq;  and  the  Hon.  Henry  White,  Efq-,  (both  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  Majefty’s  Council  at  New  York)  with 
an  affidavit  of  my  book-keeper  Mr.  Poilman,  by 
which  the  fame  fum  appeared  to  be  due  to  me, 
in  which  I  had  charged  my  commiffion,  fmce  the 
American  Company,  or  rather  the  Truftees,  had 

perfidioully 
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perfidioiifly  and  trcacheroudy  violated  the  deed  of 
partncrihip. 

I  did  not  doubt  but  thefe  accounts,  attefted  by 
their  attorney  and  other  gentlemen  of  credit,  would 
engage  them  to  pay  my  ,  bills  ;  particularly  fince 
the  Truftees  jointly  declared  by  their  letters,  that 
if  I  proved  them  to  be  my  debtors,  they  would 
render  me  compleat  and  ample  juftice  in  every 
refpecl ;  and  George  Jackfon,  Efq^  wrote  me  as 
follows,  in  his  private  letter  of  the  28  th  of  February 

1768  : - but  flill  the  refufal  is  not  meant  to 

prejudice  Mr.  Hafenclever;  produce  accounts,- 
and  the  laying  out  the  money,  and  that  you  have 
a  credit  for  the  amount  of  the  drafts  ;  they  will 
be  paid,  and  all  damages  arifingfrom  the  return 
of  them  ;  and  I  would,  notwithftanding  the 
‘‘  embarrafiment  which  fuch  heavy  bills  returned 
muft  bring  upon  you,  endeavour  to  bear  up 
againft  it.’’ 

I  now  waited  with  impatience  for  the  anfwer  to  . 

my  account,  and  the  event  of  my  bills,  ’till  the 

24th  of  December,  when,  to  my  great  furprize,  I 

found  only  4165  1.  9s.  2d.  had  been  paidj  and 

my  remaining  bills  returned  difhonour’d,  to  the 

amount  of  -  -  £,  ^^57  19  ii 

With  20  per  cent,  damages  on  that? 

fum,  — _  _  ^1331  12  o 

1  he  balance  of  my  account  current? 

amounted  to  -  - ^4374  7 

And  my  private  expences  to  -  2166  o  o 


Thus  the  American  Company-^ 

were  my  debtors,  the  ift  of  (14,529  19  9 

January  1769,  -  —  j 

As  it  had  been  ftipulated,  by  the  laft  articles  of 
partnerlliip,  between  the  concerned  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican 
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fican  Company  and  me,  that  in  cafe  of  any  differ¬ 
ence  between  us,  luch  difference  fhould  be  left  to 
the  arbitration  of  two  merchants  in  London,  and 
an  umpire  to  be  chofen  by  fuch  arbitrators.  I  pro- 
pofed  this  expedient,  but  it  was  refufed  by  a  con¬ 
tinual  filence. 

While  I  had  been  thus  waiting  for  an  anfwer, 
I  intended  to  make  a  tour  to  Shipody,  in  the  bay 
of  Fundy,  in  Nova  Scotia,  where  I  had  40,000 
acres  of  land,  part  of  100,000  acres  granted  by 
the  Governor  and  Council  in  Nova  Scotia  to 
Major  General  Bouquet,  Brigadier  General  Hal- 
demand,  the  Honourable  Hugh  Wallace,  Efq*,  and 
Adam  Hoops,  Efq;  and  myfelf :  thefe  lands  had 
been  formerly  pofTeffed  by  the  French  Neutrals ; 
but,  during  the  lall  war,  the  inhabitants  were 
found  partial  to  the  French,  and  Admiral  Bof- 
cawen  removed  them  ;  about  10,000  acres  of 
Dykeland  were  cleared,  famous  for  their  fertility  ; 
4000  acres  of  thefe  cleared  meadows  belonged  to 
me,  which  I  intended  to  fettle,  and  for  that  pur- 
pofe  prepofed  to  go  there  to  take  fome  arrange¬ 
ment  for  the  fettlers  I  had  engaged ;  but  I 
received  a  letter  from  the  Bill-holders  at  New 
York,  dated  Auguil  19,  1768,  by  which  they 
intimated  to  me  not  to  quit  New  York,  where  I 
was  on  parole  of  honour — thus  the  fettlement  of 
this  valuable  land  was  ruined. 

I  loft  alfo  a  vaft  quantity  of  Ship  Timber  Plank 
and  Pipe  ftaves  on  lake  Champlain,  and  a  traft  of 
land,  all  which  I  was  obliged  to  abandon  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  protefted  bills  ;  as  alfo  a  fhare  in  a 
Silver  Mine  of  which  Colonel  Frederic  Philips,  (on 
whole  land  it  lies  28  miles  above  New  York) 
had  given  me  one-fixth,  and  I  went  there  with 
fome  Miners  to  examine  it*,  this  Mine  proves  now 
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to  be  very  valuable,  and  may  become,  in  time,  arr 
immenfe  concern. 

Thele  are  all  private  lofles  to  me,  but  I  muft 
now  mention  an  affair,  which,  in  reality,  may 
be  cbnfidered  as  a  public  lofs,  which  was,  the 
ereflion  of  a  German  Steel  Manufactory,  of  which 
I  lhall  make  further  mention  hereafter.  I  accufe 
Lieut.  Gen.  David  Greeme,  George  Jackfon,  Efq; 
Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  Mr.  Richard 
Willis,  and  Mr.  Richard  Atkinfon,  of  being  the 
caufe  that  this  ufcful  manufactory  has  not  been 
eftablifhed,  a  manufactory  not  yet  exiting  in  the 
Britifh  Dominions. 

Before  I  went  to  America,  I  had  collefted  a  vaft 
many  fteel  and  Iron  ores  in  Europe,  and  filver  ores 
from  the  mines  in  Mexico  and  Peru.  I  carefully 
collected  all  American  ores,  in  tending,  when  my  col- 
ledtion  was  perfet,  to  prefent  them  to  the  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  Colleges,  with  fome  of  the  befl: 
authors  who  have  wrote  on  Mines  and  Metallurgy, 
that  the  profelfors  might  read  lectures  on  Minerals 
to  their  pupils,  fince  it  is  very  probable,  that,  in 
time,  the  mines  will  produce  a  branch  of  bufinefs 
of  great  fervice  to  commerce ;  and  I  cannot  but 
lament,  that  by  the  perfecution  which  I  fuffered 
from  the  Truftees,  I  was  obliged  to  go  near  2000 
miles  round  about  by  South  Carolina  for  London, 
to  avoid  imprifonment,  by  which  means  I  have 
loft  thefe  valuable  ores,  and  a  book,  in  which, 
for  upwards  of  30  years,  during  my  travels,  I  had 
entered  the  moft  important  obfervations  concern¬ 
ing  the  trade  and  manufa6tures,  and  the  exports 
and  imports  of, the  principal  countries  in  Europe. 

- 1  had  luckily  fent  a  colleftion  of  the  North 

American  Ores  to  London,  which  I  have  lately 

depofited 
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dcpofitcd  in  the  Britifli  Mufeum,  confifting  of  42 
different  Iron,  Steel,  Copper,  and  Lead  Ores,  with 
a  collection  of  Silver  Ores  from  the  mines  of 
Mexico. 

Commodore  Arthur  Forreft  the  proteCtor  and 
friend  of  Mr.  Andrew  Seton,  who  had  given  him 
a  fraudulent  credit  of  4000  1.  fterling,  fent  his 
power  of  attorney  out  againft  me  to  New  York  to 
fue  me  for  that  fum  ;  and  on  the  30th  of  December, 
1768,  the  Attorney  General,  John  Kemp,Erq;  ac¬ 
quainted  me  that  he  had  orders  to  fue  me,  but  I 
might  avert  that  evil  by  making  or  affigning  over 
to  him  20,000  acres  of  land  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
my  three  private  fhares  value  3000  1.  in  the  Iron 
works.  I  replied  to  that  gentlemen  i  Sir,  do 
your  duty,  and  I  will  do  mine ;  and  aCt  as  an 
honeft  man.’"  Commodore  Forreft  wrote  me 
a  letter  of  the  28th  of  OClober  1768,  which  he 
finifhes  with  thefe  words  :  - and  I  will  look 


out  forjuftice  in  the  remoteft  corner  of  the 
world,  and  that  is  the  refolution  of  Arthur 
Forreft.” 

Finding  myfelf  in  the  moft  difagreeable  dilem¬ 
ma — perfecuted  by  inveterate  enemies,  I  refolved 
to  extricate  myfelf  from  the  fnares  they  had  laid 
for  me,  and  to  fend  my  books  and  papers,  by  my 
book-keeper  Mr.  William  Poiiman,  to  Foiidon, 
and  configned  to  John  Berens,  tiq;  whom  1  knew 
only  by  reputation  as  a  merchanc  of  great  abilities, 
and  of  ftrict  honour,  requefting  him  to  iCttk  my 
accounts  with  the  Amencan  Company,  hrke  I 
could  not  come  over,  being  then  under  ai  leic  oy 
the  bill-hoiders.  Mr.  Berens  was  fo  generous  as 
to  accept  of  this  troublefome  talk,  and  ihew-.  u  by 
his  conduft  the  attention  he  p^.ys  to  the  inteieii  of 

his  friends,  and  the  deiire  he  has  to  ahilc  tne  op- 

j;  2  prefteci. 
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prefTed.  I  afterwards  left  New  York,  and,  after  a 
tour  of  2000  miles  about,  arrived  June  4,  1769, 
at  Putney.  Here  I  was  informed  that  a  ftatute  of 
bankruptcy  had  been  taken  out  againll  Mr.  Charles 
Crofts  during  my  abfence,  and  that  he  was  going 
to  Bengal  to  enjoy  a  lucrative  poft  in  the  Eaft  India 
Company’s  Service. 

Mr.  Andrew  Seton  had  before  obtained  his 
difcharge.  I  had  feen  him  arrive  at  New  York. 
in  a  fhip,  with  a  cargo  of  goods  for  his  own  ac¬ 
count  to  the  amount  of  feveral  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  and  immediately  after  his  arrival,  he  pur- 
chafed  a  landed  eftate  for  5050  I.  built  and  pur- 
chafed  velTelsy  and  traded  to  the  Weft  Indies. 
Thus  were  my  two  partners,  by  the  affiftance  and 
intereft  of  their  friends  and  relations,  extricated 
fiom  all  refponfibility  of  the  debts  which  they  had 
contracted  in  my  abfence,  and  without  my  know- 
ledge,  and  fet  at  liberty  to  acquire  new  fortunes, 
whi{ft  I  became  a  victim  to  their  bad  condud:. 

IVJy  fit  nation  was  now  moft  truly  deplorable. 
I  found,  that  notwithftanding  all  my  honeft  en¬ 
deavours  to  do  juftice,  and  to  avoid  the  horrid 
difgrace  of  bankruptcy,  it  was  abfolutely  neceftary 
to  fubmit  to  a  ftatute  being  taken  out  againfl  me, 
or  to  leave  England  under  an  infamous  charge  of 
difhonefly.  I  therefore  rcfigned  myfelf  to  my  fate, 
and  conformed,  in  every  point,  to  the  laws  of  this 
country ;  the  creditors  were  fatisfied  with  my  con- 
duift,  and  figned  my  certificate,  and  at  a  meeting 
on  tne  8th  of  May  teftified  their  defire,  that 

what  they  had  granted  might  be  confirmed  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery. 

But  my  enemies  would  not  flop  here.  They  had 
preferred  two  petitions  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
^gainft  me,  to  hinder  the  allowance  or  confirm¬ 
ation 
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ation  of  my  certificate,  one  of  which  petitions  was 
prefented  in  the  names  of  Arthur  Forreft,  Richard 
Willis,  Charles  Jackfon,  and  Lady  Maflareen ; 
Charles  Jackfon  denied  that  he  ever  had  confented 
to  be  a  petitioner,  and  as  Lady  Maflareen  was  in. 
Ireland,  it  may  not  unreafonably  be  inferred  that 
the  whole  was  a  contrivance  of  Richard  Wlilis. 

The  other  petition  againft  the  allowing  of  my 
certificate  was  made  in  the  nameof  Major  General 
David  Greeme,  George  Jackfon,  Efq;  Deputy 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  John  Elves,  Efq; 
Richard  Willis,  and  Richard  Atkinfon,  Merchants, 
Truftees  of  the  American  Company,  on  a  pre¬ 
tended  complaint  of  mifdemeanors,  and  on  fug- 
geftion,  that  on  examination  of  my  books  and  pa¬ 
pers  a  confiderable  fum  would  appear  to  be  due 
from  me  to  them  the  faid  Company.  But  the 
examination  of  my  books  and  papers  was  offered 
them  as  early  as  the  3d  of  May  1769,  before  my 
arrival  from  North  America,  by  my  book-keeper 
Mr.  Pollrnan,  immediately  after  his  arrival  with 
the  books  from  New  York  in  London,  at  their 
monthly  meeting  at  the  Queen’s  Arms  Tavern, 
where  were  prefent  Major  General  David  Greeme, 
Commodore  Arthur  Forreft,  George  Jackfon,  Efq; 
Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  John  Elves, 
Efq;  and  Mr.  Richard  Willis ;  but  no  regard  was 
paid  to  this  offer.  However,  the  fame  offer  was 
repeated  the  3d  of  Odlobcr  1769,  by  John  Berens, 
Efq;  one  of  my  Aflignees,  and  the  mode  and  place 
fixed  upon  by  him,  George  Jackfon,  Efq;  John 
Elves,  Efq;  Mr.  Richard  Willis,  and  Mr.  Richard 
Atkinfon  ;  the  examination  was  accordingly  gone 
into  the  9th  of  Oftober,  by  Mr.  Richard  Willis 
and  Mr.  Richard  Atkinfon,  and  continued  the  12th 
of  Oct.  and  in  two  evenings  from  feven  to  nine 

o’clock 


I 


f  M  M  m  M 


(  3°  ) 

o’clock  ;  we  examined  from  June  1764  to  July 
1765,  and  no  objections  could  be  found  *,  from 
that  time,  they  difcontinued  the  examination  ’till 
the  8th  of  February  1770,  though  it  was  agreed 
to  meet  twice  every  week  ;  and  as  they  found 
that  no  reafonable  exceptions  could  be  made,  they 
dropt  the  examination  entirely,  finding  that  by 
continuing  it,  they  would  be  obliged  to  pay  a 
confiderable  fum  due  to  me.  To  avoid  or  to 
protra£t  the  payment,  the  Truftees  petitioned  the 
Court  of  Chancery  for  my  books  and  papers,  and 
by  bold  alTertions  and  crafty  proceedings,  obtained 
from  that  court  an  order,  dated  May  3,  1770,  for 
the  delivery  of  my  books  and  papers  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Richard  Atkinfon.  Does  not  this  clearly 
fliew,  that  they  did  not  want  an  examination,  but 
only  delay  ?  They  had  committed  fo  many  ini¬ 
quities  againft  me,  that  they  were  obliged  to  add 
new  to  cover  the  old,  for  which  reafon  they  accnfed 
me  in  Chancery  of  having  defrauded  the  American 
Company  in  the  fale  of  a  tradl  of  land,  for  1500  1. 
the  cafe  ftands  as  follows  ; 

In  June  1765,  I  agreed  and  purchafed  for  the 
account  of  the  houfe  of  Hafenclever,  Seton  and 
Crofts,  6755  acres  of  land  on  the  Mohawk  river, 
adjoining  to  the  German  Fiats,  and  paid  for  them 
out  of  their  private  funds  ^  thefe  6755  acres  were 
offered  for  fale  to  the  American  Company  (before 
the  prefent  Truftees  were  concerned)  and  the  offer 
was  rejedled  ^  but  in  January  1766,  Major  General 
David  Greeme,  George  Jackfon,  Efq;  JohnSlves, 
Efq;  and  Mr.  Richard  Willis,  acceded  as  partners 
to  the  American  Companyv  and  then  Mr.  Andrew 
Seton,  and  Mr.  Charles  Crofts  fold  the  faid  6755 
acres  of  land  to  the  American  Comparjy  without 
my  knowledge,  and  whilft  I  was  in  America,  for 
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3600  1.  fterling,  in  the  ftate  they  then  were  fettled  ^ 
the  purchafe  money  which  Hafenclever,  Seton  and 
Crofts  had  paid,  amounted  to  2100I.  and  the  ex- 
pences  of  lettlement  to  1197I.  os.  yd.  fo  that 
the  houfe  gained  only  302  1.  o  s.  5  d.  for  their 
rifk,  advance  of  money,  and  trouble,  and  they  had 
an  undoubted  right  to  make  as  much  as  they  could 
ot  their  property  ;  but  thefe  artful  Truftees  ufed 
every  method  poffible  to  deceive  the  judges  ;  even 
in  my  prefence  one  of  my  letters  was  read  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  which  I  had  wrote  to  Seton 
and  Crofts  in  June  1765,  as  if  I  had  wrote  it  to 
the  American  Company  in  June  1768  ;  becaufe, 
according  to  the  deed  of  partnerlhip  with  the 
American  Company  which  I  figned  the  iith  of 
May  1767,  I  had  engaged  not  to  purchafe  any 
land  for  my  own  account,  nor  to  take  any  profit ; 
but  this  purchafe  had  happened  two  years  before 
this  contradl  was  made,  and  the  fale  thereof  about 
1 8  months  before  the  exiftence  of  the  faid  contract ; 
therefore  it  was  impolTible  that  I  fhould  be  guilty 
of  this  blameable  adfion. 

I  was  fo  far  from  deceiving  my  copartners,  that 
I  made  over  to  the  American  Company  18,000 
acres  of  land,  joining  to  the  above  6755  acres  on 
the  Mohawk  river,  which  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Bart/- 
Governor  of  York  had  bought  for  me  of  the  Onida 
Indians  in  a  greater  tra6t  of  140,000  acres,  in 
which  his  Excellency  General  Gage,  Sir  William 
Johnfon,  Bart,  and  other  perfbns  of  rank  were 
concerned  •,  and,  in  confideration  of  my  endea¬ 
vours  to  promote,  by  private  advantages,  the  pub¬ 
lic  intereft,  they  let  me  chufe  the  moft  commodious 
and  bed  fituated  part,  which  bordered  on  the  6755 
acres,  limited  by  the  German  Flats,  and  run  from 
the  border  of  'the  Mohawk  river  to  the  border  of 
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Canada  Creek, — a  valuable  and  fertile  traft  o^ 
land  ;  thefe  18,000  acres  I  could  in  confcience 
(after  the  allignces  had  protefted  my  bills)  have 
appropriated  to  my  own  family ;  but  tho’  Major 
General  David  Greeme,  George  Jackfon,  Efq; 
Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  Commodore 
Arthur  Forreft,  Mr.  Richard  Willis,  and  Mr. 
Richard  Atkinfon,  had  perfidioufly  broke  their 
engagements  with  me,  (till  I  demonftrated  that 
an  honeft  man  will  never  deviate  even  under  the 
greateft  adverfities,  from  juftice  and  honour,' tho’ 
the  Truftees  had  fet  me  fo  bad  an  example. 

Some  of  my  creditors  who  live  in  the  dominions 
of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  others  in  thofe  of  the 
States  General,  applied  to  their  refpedtive  courts 
to  intercede  at  the  Britifh  Court  for  redrefs,  in 
confequence  of  which,  his  PrulIianMajefty  ordered 
his  Envoy  Extraordinary  his  Excellency  Count 
Malzahn,  and  the  States  General  ordered,  their 
Envoy  Extraordinary  his  Excellency  Count  Wel- 
dren,  to  reprefent  my  affairs,  and  agreeable  to  their 
inflruftions,  both  Ambaffadors  prefented  a  me¬ 
morial  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  7th  of  No¬ 
vember  1770.  I  did  not  doubt  but  that  this 
ftep  would  contribute,  in  fome  meafure,  to  engage 
Maj  or  General  David  Greeme,  and  his  affociates, 
to  the  fettlemcnt  of  my  accounts  with  me,  but  no 
reply  was  made. 

In  this  fituation,  affairs  lay  dormant  ’till  the  4th 
of  January  1 771,  when  a  further  proving  of  debts 
was  appointed  at  Guildhall ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  Mr.  John  Berens,  one  of  the  affignees  under 
my  commiflion,  received  the  following  letter  : 

Sir,  You  are  required  to  produce  before  the 
commiffioners  named  in  the  commiffion  againft 
‘‘  the  faid  Peter  Hafenclever,  at  a  meeting  to  be 
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held  on  Friday  the  4th  of  January  inftant  at 
Guildhall,  London  ;  the  commiffion  of  bank- 
rupt  againft  the  faid  Peter  Hafenclever,  and 
the  feveral  proceedings  had  under  the  fame, 
‘‘  and  alfo  all  and  every  the  books  of  account  of 
“  the  faid  bankrupt  in  his  late  partnerfhip,  with 
Andrew  Seton  and  Charles  Crofts,  and  more 
particularly  fuch  of  the  faid  partnerfliip’s  books, 
wherein  the  accounts  of  Richard  Willis  of  Lon- 
don.  Merchant,  and  Arthur  Forrefl,  Efq-,  de- 
ceafed  are  entered,  or  wherein  any  entry  or 
memorandum  relative  to  the  faid  accounts,  or 
“  either  of  them  are  made  or  entered. 

‘‘  Signed  Brown  and  Smith, 

D  ,  . 

“  Auftin  Friars,  Jan.  2,  1771.” 

Mr.  John  Berens  and  Mr.  William  Watlington 
accordingly  attended  the  commiffioners  at  Guild¬ 
hall  on  the  4th  of  January  1771,  with  all  the  books 
and  papers  required  by  Melfrs.  Brown  and  Smith, 
but  they  were  not  opened  for  altho’  Mr.  Berens 
and  Mr.  Watlington,  the  only  two  of  the  afTignees 
who  attended,  declared  to  the  commllhoners, 
in  confirmation  of  what  they  had  fworn  to  in  their 
affidavit  of  the  30th  of  April  1770,  viz.  That 
‘‘  they  having  undertaken  a  clofer  examination 
and  infpeftion  of  the  accounts  of  Arthur  Forrell, 
with  the  bankrupt’s  ellate  ;  have  found  that  by 
the  entry  of  articles,  made  by  the  diredtion  of 
Andrew  Seton  one  of  the  partners,  after  the 
failure  of  the  houfe,  the  lum  of  4000  1.  has 
been  placed  to  the  credit  of  him  the  laid  Arthur 
“  Forreft,  if  not  fraudulently,  at  lead  erroneoufly, 
they,  the  affignees,  could  not  allow  the  pre- 
tended  debt  of  the  laid  Arthur  Forrefl,  to  be 
‘‘  proved  without  a  further  inveftigation,”  yet  the 
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commiffioners  would  and  did  permit  Mr.  Rich¬ 
ard  Willis  as  one  of  the  executors  of  Arthur 
Forreft  deccafed,  to  prove  the  faid  debt  ;  where¬ 
upon  Mr.  Berens  firlt  wrote  down,  and  then  read 
to  the  commiffioners  by  way  of  proteft,  the 
following  words  : 

The  commiffiioners  apprehending  that  under 
‘‘  the  order  ot  the  court  of  the  2 2d  of  March 
1770,  they  could  not  fuffer  the  examination  of 
the  account  of  Arthur  Forreft  to  be  gone  into, 
“  but  that  the  executors  of  the  faid  Arthur  Forreft 
were  nov/  to  prove  the  fum  fet  forth  in  their 
“  petition  to  be  due  to  the  deceafed,  as  proved 
under  the  commiffiion  againft  Charles  Crofts, 
‘‘  the  faid  proof  was  admitted,  notwithftanding 
John  Berens  and  William  Watlington  the  only 
two  affiignees  attending,  oppofe  and  alledge  that 
“  by  their  examination  of  the  books,  it  appears  to 
them  that  the  fum  proved  is  founded  on  a  frau- 
‘‘  dulent  entry  in  the  books,  by  the  diredlion  of 
Andrew  Seton.” 

Thus,  by  this  ‘conftrufl:ion  of  the  order  of  the 
22d  March  1770,  the  Court  of  Equity  is  made  to 
countenance  what  to  the  affiisnees,  who  have  exa- 
mined,  and  to  every  man  of  bufinefs  in  the  world, 
doth  and  muft  appear  a  manifeft  injury  to  the 
eftate,  whereby  the  fair  creditors  would  be  de¬ 
prived  of  part  of  their  property,  and  I  of  the  allow¬ 
ance  of  my  certificate  *,  and  this  on  no  other  found¬ 
ation  than  the  oath  of  Mr.  Richard  Willis,  who, 
on  the  1 2th  of  March  1770,  fwore  not  to  know 
whether  the  defign  or  undertaking  they  (that  is  he 
and  his  partners)  are  concerned  in,  has  been  called 
or  known  by  the  name,  ftile  and  defeription  of  the 
American  Company,  akho’  the  books  and  papers 
of  their  proceedings  teem  with  that  ftile  and  title. 

Thus 


(  35  ) 

Thus  was  I,  by  the  forcible  proving  of  this 
faudulcnt  debt,  deprived  of  my  liberty,  though  the 
commillioners  of  bankruptcy  had  figned  a  certifi¬ 
cate  the  29th  of  January  1770,  fetting  forth,  that 
the  creditors,  whofe  names  or  marks  are  fubferibed 
or  fet  to  this  certificate,  are  full  four  parts  five 
in  number  and  value  of  the  creditors  :  after  this 
forcible  proving  of  a  fraudulent  debt  of  4000  1. 
againft  me,  the  aflignees  petitioned  the  Court  of 
Chancery  in  June  1771,  for  the  redclivery  of  my 
books  and  papers  from  the  Truftees  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Company  into  their  hands  *,  but  their  requell 
was  not  granted.  Finding  that  the  endeavours  of 
my  afiignees  and  myfelf  were  fruitlefs,  I  prefented 
on  the  4th  of  April  1771,  the  following  petition  : 

TotheRio;ht  Hon.  the  Lord  FIigh  Chan- 

O 

CEL  LOR  of  Great  Britain. 

The  humble  Petition  of  Peter  Hasenclever, 
Sheweth, 

TH  AT  your  petitionercame  to  London  in  the 
Summer  of  the  year  1763,  with  an  eafy  fortune. 

That  your  petitioner  having  travelled  through 
every  part  of  Europe,  and  made  himfelf  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  Iron-works,  Pot-afii  Manu- 
fafture,  and  the  culture  ot  Hemp,  Flax,  and 
Madder ;  and  bein<T  intoriiied  on  his  arrival  in 
L.ondon  of  the  immenfe  quantities  ot  thefe  goods, 
wliich  were  annually  iniported  into  Great  Britain 
from  toreign  parts,  and  hearing  that  North  Ame¬ 
rica  contained  rich  Iron-mines,  and  that  the  tertiliry 
of  the  lands  and  great  (tore  of  timber,  promifed  the 
greateft  fuccefs  for  the  v/orking  ot  Mines,  and  the 
culture  of  Hemp,  Flax,  and  Madder,  he  conceived 
a  defign  of  entering  on  fuch  a  plan,  and,  in  that 
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view^  contracT:ed  a  partnerlliip  with  Andrew  Setoii 
and  Charles  Crofts,  the  firit-named,  a  merchant 
then  eftablilhed  in  I,ondon,  and  the  laft,  a  young 
gentleman  of  a  family  of  diflindion,  who  had  then 
jutt  finilhed  an  apprenticefhip  in  one  of  the  moft 
creditable  houfes  of  the  city  of  Amfterdam. 

1  hat  your  petitioner  undertook  to  go  to  New 
York  in  North  America,  and  left  the  conduding 
the  houfe  ot  trade  in  London  to  his  two  partners. 

I'hat  before  his  departure  to  North  America 
your  petitioner  communicated  his  plan  to  feveral 
perfons  here  an^d  in  Holland,  and  fome  of  them 
defired  to  be  and  were  admitted  partners  in  the 
North  American  undertaking. 

That  your  petitioner  laid  his  plan  before  the 
then  Lords  CommilTioners  for  Trade  and  Plan¬ 
tations,  and  they  approved  of  it ;  that  your  peti¬ 
tioner  fent  agents  into  Germany  to  engage  the 
necelTary  people,  and  ^35  perfons  were  conveyed 
to  America. 

That  your  petitioner  pnrehafed  or  acquired  by 
patent  50,000  acres  of  land  j  conftruded  Furnaces 
and  Forges,  Coal-houfes,  Saw-mills^  Grift-mills, 
Stamp-mills,  Frame-houfes,  Store-houfes,  Log- 
houfes.  Stables,  Barns,  Blackfmiths  Shops,  Car¬ 
penters  Shops  and  Bridges,  &c.  to  the  number  of 
217  buildings,  befides  making  feveral  large  Re- 
iervoirs  for  water,  and  purchafing  the  necelfary 
tools  and  implements  for  hufbandry. 

That  while  your  petitioner  was  thus  employed 
in  North  Anierica,  Major  General  David  Greeme 
having  been  informed  thereof  by  his  friend  Mr. 
James  Craufuid  ol  Rotterdam,  and,  encouraged 
by  Andrew  Seton,  became  a  partner,  as  did  alfo 
George  Jackfon,  Efq^  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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by  the  perfuafion  of  Andrew  Seton,  both  being 
then  unknown  to  your  petitioner. 

That  your  petitioner  received  a  letter  from  the 
faid  George  Jacklon,  Efq-,  dated  Navy  Office  the 
1 2th  of  July,  1765,  in  which  he  fays  : 

I  am  at  a  lofs  whether  moft  to  applaud  your 
zeal  and  perfeverance,  as  acquifitions  to  your 
friends,  or  the  nation  in  genera^  both  muftcon- 
fefs  themfelves  obliged  ;  and  further,  I  am 
equally  loft  in  wonder,  how  you  have  accom- 
pliffied  thefe  great  works,  laying  fo  widely  from 
each  other,  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  two  years.  I 
have  made  myfelf,  I  think,  almoft  mafter  of  the 
fituation  ot  your  works  at  Ringwood,  alias 
Charlottenburg,  Longpond  and  Cortland.’" 
That  your  petitioner  being  thus  encouraged  by’ 
the  enlargement  of  the  plan  at  home  and  letters  he 
received,  was  indefatigable  in  his  endeavours  to 
bring  the  works  in  America  to  perfeftion,  and  did 
this  wi^h  the  greater  fpirit,  as  he  was  amufed  by 
his  partner  Andrew  Seton,  with  fallacious  accounts 
of  the  progrefs  of  the  houfe  of  trade  in  London, 
by  which  he  made  it  appear  that  the  partnerffiip 
had  gained  in  1764,  6180  1.  19  s.  and  in  1765, 
3815 1.  J  8  s.  10  d.  which  accounts,  in  his  own 
hand-writing,  are  now  in  the  hands  of  your  peti¬ 
tioner’s  affiances  j  but  whilft  he  lived  in  the 
greatcli;  Iplcndour,  and  at  an  exorbitant  cxpence, 
he  was  galloping  on  the  road  to  bankruptcy. 

That  it  has  been  fince  difeovered  (as  it  likewife 
appears  by  a  letter  of  Mr.  Richard  Willis,  dated 
the  Sth  of  November  1766,  in  which  he  fays, 
“  Poor  Seton  is  grievoufly  diftrelTed,  and  the 
“  more,  as  it  appears  he  has  not  brought  in  his 
“  Ikare  of  the  capital”)  that  the  faid  Andrew 
Seton,  at  the  time  he  entered  into  parnerfliip  with 
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your  petitioner,  was  not  really  poflelTed  of  the 
fum  of  8000 1.  which  he  pretended  to  bring  in  as 
his  part  of  tlie  capital,  but  that,  in  fad,  he  was  then 
in  a  bankrupt  Hate,  and  fupported  by  circulating 
of  bills  and  notes,  with  his  friends  Arthur  Forreft 

fince  deceafed,  Hutchinfon  Mure  and  Miles  Night¬ 
ingale. 

O 

7  hat  heclandeftinely  took  out  of  the  cafh  of  the 
partnerlhip  the  monies  required  to  difeharge  thefe 
his  prior  engagements,  and  advanced  his  friend 
Arthur  Forreft  from  5000  1.  to  15,000!.  fterling, 
and  entered  into  an  extenfive  fpeculation  with 
Hutchinfon  Mure,  for  which  your  petitioner’s 
partnerfhip  was  to  find  all  the  money,  which 
was  raifed  by  the  faid  Andrew  Seton,  in  a  manner 
dcftrudlive  to  every  houfe  in  trade  which  adopts  it. 

That  your  petitioner  had  intimation  given  him 
of  thefe  mal-pra(ftices,  which  induced  him  to  leave 
North  America  for  a  time,  and  to  come  to  London 
to  fatisty  himftlf  of  the  truth  of  either  his  partners 
accounts,  or  the  information  of  his  friends. 

That  this  was  the  true  caufe  of  your  petitioner’s 
then  coming  to  England  contrary  to  the  wifhes  of 
Alajor  General  David  Greeme,  George  Jackfon, 
Efq;  Arthur  Forreft,  fince  deceafed,  Richard  Wil¬ 
lis  and  Richard  Atkinfon,  and  not  as  it  is  moft 
bafely  and  falfely  alledged  in  their  names ;  that 
your  petitioner  came,  at  that  time,  in  confequence 
of  their  having  frequently  prefted,  that  your  peti¬ 
tioner  fhould  come  to  England  to  fettle  all  ac¬ 
counts  ;  nor  that  he  came  to  England  for  that 
purpofe  very  foon  after  his  laid  partners  had 
flopped  payment,  appears  from  a  letter  wrote  by 
Richard  Willis,  and  ligned  by  them  all,  which  is 
now  in  the  polTeflion  of  your  petitioner’s  affignees, 
itnd  which  under  the  date  of  13th  of  December 
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1766,  begins  thus : - We  beg  leave  to  refer  to 

what  we  wrote  you  under  the  8th  of  laft  month, 
“  fince  when  we  have  received  your  further  favour 
of  the  13th  *5  and  Captain  Corner  has  delivered 
to  us  the  title,  plans,  &c.  he  was  fo  kind  to  take 
charge  of  from  you  ;  into  thefe  we  have  not  yet 
had  opportunity  to  make  maich  infpeftion,  and 
indeed  we  defer  it  ’till  the  arrival  of  the  others^ 
which  you  mention  you  referved  to  bring  your- 
felf.  We  know  not  what  to  fay  on  this  fubjeft, 
except  to  wifh  you  a  fafe  arrival ;  if  you  have 
‘‘  determined  to  come  over,  your  prefence  here 
‘‘  would  be  a  fatisfaflion  to  us,  and  contribute 
towards  adj  lifting,  and  fettling  on  a  proper 
foundation,  the  great  undertaking  we  are  jointly 
“  embarked  in  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  we  should 

BE  UNDER  VERY  UNEASY  APPR EHENSIONS  FOR 
THE  SUCCESS  OF  THE  WORKS  DURING  YOUR 
ABSENCE.  The  next  packet  will  clear  up  this 
uncertainty  ;  and  should  you  be  departed 
we  cannot  doubt  but  you  will  have  fubftituted 
‘‘  a  proper  perfon  to  carry  on  the  works,  and 

CONDUCT  THEM  ON  YOUR  OWN  PLAN.” 

As  Mr.  Richard  Willis  and  Mr.  Richard  At- 
kinfon  have  fupported  this  allegation  by  their 
affidavit,  they  cannot  well  retradt,  although  Mr. 
Richard  Willis  in  his  letter  of  the  8th  of  November 

1766,  expreffes  himfelf  thus  : - “  but  this  1  am 

“  perfuaded  I  need  not  oblerve  to  you.  Glad 
fhould  I  be  to  receive  fome  further  parcels  of 
Iron  this  Winter^  but  as  matters  unhappily 
ftand,  1  HOPE  you  will  not  have  left  Ame- 
‘‘  RICA.  It  will  no  doubt  be  fatisfaffory  to  you, 

THAT  YOUR  IrON  IS  BY  FAR  THE  BEST  MADE 

IN  America  - And  further  on,  I  will 

‘‘  add  no  more  on  this  general  concern,  but  to 

“  tender 
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**  tender  you  my  bell  fervices  in  any  particular 
concerns  you  may  have  occafion  for,  be  they 
of  whatever  kind.  But  as  letters  concerning  the 
‘‘  works  will  be  conftantly  laid  before  the  pro- 
prietors,  you  will  pleafe  to  blend  nothing  of 
private  nature  in  the  public  letters,  but  write  in 
a  particular  correfpondence,  and  I  lhall  reply 

in  the  fame  manner.” - But  your  petitioner 

calls  on  Major  General  David  Greeme,  and  George 
Jackfon,  Efq;  now  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty,  to  difown  the  above  recited  letters  with  their 
fignatures  to  them,  or  to  join  your  petitioner  in  ex- 
pofingthe  Solicitor,  who  prefumed  to  make  ufe  of 
their  names,  for  the  infamous  purpofe  of  vilifying 
the  charafter  of  an  honeft,  though  unhappy  man. 

And  your  petitioner  has  left  copies  of  this  pe¬ 
tition  at  the  dwelling-houfes  of  the  faid  General 
David  Greeme,  and  George  Jackfon,  Efq;  that 
they  may  not  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  dif- 
owning  their  afient  to  their  petition  preferred 
againft  the  allowing  your  petitioner’s  certificate. 
Mr.  Charles  Jackfon,  a  merchant  of  this  city, 
whofe  name  the  Solicitor  had  likewife  made  ufe 
of,  not  only  v^ithout  his  permiflion,  but  againfb 
his  will,  as  is  proved  by  Mr.  Watlington’s  affi¬ 
davit,  declared  it  at  a  numerous  meeting  of  the 
creditors,  in  prefence  of  Mr.  Richard  Willis,  and 
flood  uncontradifted. 

Your  petitioner  prefumes  to  enter  into  thefe 
particulars,  being  arranted  therein  from  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  his  perfeedtors,  and  by  the  miferies  he  is 
doomed  to  undergo,  finding  himfelf  from  a  ftate 
of  opulence  and  honour,  reduced  to  want  and  dif- 
grace,  by  the  villainy  of  his  partner  Andrew  Seton, 
who  was  protected  and  affifted  by  the  late  Arthur 

Forreflj 
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Forreft,  Richard  Willis  and  others,  who  have  joined 
in  blafting  the  character  of  your  petitioner,  and 
prevent  his  ever  riling  from  his  unhappy  fall. 

Your  petitioner  further  begs  leave  to  fhew,  that 
after  his  arrival  in  London  in  December  1766,  the 
faid  David  Greeme,  Arthur  Forreft,  George  Jack- 
fon,  Richard  Willis,  Richard  Atkinfon,  and  others, 
entered  into  frefii  articles  of  partnerikip  with  your 
petitioner,  which  articles  were  executed  the  iith 
of  May  1767,  and  a  copy  of  the  fame  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  your  petitioner’s  aftignees,  by  whi(  h 
it  appears  that  your  petitioner’s  condt.ft  muft 
have  been  approved  of,  fince  rewards  were  aiTigned 
him  for  his  fervices  performed. 

And  if  there  could  be  any  doubt  on  this  con- 
ftrucl:ion,your  petitioner  received,  after  his  return 
to  North  America,  a  letter  from  Major  General 
David  Greeme, and  Richard  Wdllis,  for  themlelver, 
and  the  reft  of  the  concerned,  dated  the  7th  of 
Auguft  1767,  in  which  they  lay  :  —  “  We  are  very 
impatient  to  hear  from  you,  and  apprehend  your 
prelence  very  necelfary  amongll  the  people, 
who,  we  learn,  have  behaved  themlelves  in  an 
exceedino;  diforderlv  manner.” - i\nd  furtner 
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■“  the  Iron  fent  at  the  bea-innins:^  was  of 


iC 


“  a  good  quality,  aad  obtained  a  preference  be¬ 
yond  all  other  American  Iron  *,  but  the  quality 
has  been  daily  growing  worfe,  and  we  believe 
‘‘  from  mere  want  of  care  and  indullry.” - Ali¬ 


ce 


other  letter  from  George  Jackfon,  Llqv  dated  y^d- 
miralty  Office,  Odlober  10,  17^/’  in  which  he 
fays  i - What  I  have  allow^ed  mylelf  time  to 


do  on  this  occafion,  is  only  to  thank  you  for  the 
favour  of  yours  of  the  23d  of  Auguft,  and  con- 
orratulate  your  fo-much-wifhed-for  arrival  at 


cc 


New  York.”' 


And  likewile  one  dated  the 

G  1 4th 
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I4tli  of  November  1767,  and  figned  by  General 
David  Greeme,  George  Jackfon,  Richard  Willis, 
Arthur  Forrell,  Richard  Atkinfon,  in  which  they 

lay  : - ‘‘  and,  in  the  meantime,  cannot  but  la- 

“  ment  the  fundry  accidents  that  have  happened, 
“  which  are  not  only  a  great  lofs,i!l  the  expence  of 
repairs,  but,  at  this  time,  a  very  heavy  difap- 
pointment  to  us,  from  the  delay  of  the  expected 
returns,  from  the  alfurance  you  gave  us  here, 
we  made  reliance  upon  500  to  600  ton  of  Iron 
in  the  courfe  of  this  year-,  but  hitherto  we  have 
‘‘  only  received  about  280  tons,  and  we  fear  the 
year  is  now  too  far  fpent,  and  the  works  too  little 
advanced  to  receive  the  remainder  v/ithin  the 
time  expefted  *,  and,  what  is  ftill  a  further  griev- 
‘‘  ance  to  us,  the  Iron  we  have  received  (as  we 
have  already  repeated)  is  unvendible  from  the 

‘‘  badnefs  of  the  quality. - You  will  please 

TO  distinguish,  that  in  this  particular 
WE  MEAN  NOT  TO  BLAME  YOU,  THE  SOURCE  OF 
THESE  EVILS  LYING  IN  THE  NEGLIGENCE  f  nOt  tO 

fay  worfe)  of  those  who  have  superintended 

THE  PEOPLE,  AND  CONDUCTED  THE  WORKS  DU- 
RING  YOUR  ABSENCE.” 

Your  petitioner,  in  fadl,  had  found  it  fo  on  his 
return  to  New  York,  which  was  on  or  about  the 
15th  of  Augiift  1767,.  and  therefore  went  about 
repairing  and  redreffing  with  the  fame  zeal  and 
perfeverance  thofe  works,  which,  to  the  wonder  of 
Mr.  Secretary  George  Jackfon,  he  had  before  efta- 
blilhed  ;  and  this  all  agreeable  to  the  inftrudtion 
of  the  proprietors,  whole  great  call  was  then  for 
good  (lore  of  well-wrought  Iron. 

That  the  above  letters  contained  no  particular 
orders  for  fettling  accounts,  nor  mentioned  them, 
fave  that  of  the  7th  of  Auguft  1767,  in  which  it 
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IS  fald, - we  are  wifhing  to  fee  an  acconn^  of 

the  difpofai  of  all  the  goods  that  have  been  lint 
up  from  the  firft  ellabiilhment.” 

That  your  petitioner  doing  that  which  was'  mod 
neceffary  for,  and  mod  required  by,  the  concerned, 
perfued  his  labours,  and  was  not  conlcious  of  hav¬ 
ing  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the  concerned,  ’till 
he  became  acquainted  with  it,  by  their  letter  of 
the  I2th  of  December  1767,  which  ordered  him 
to  fend  home  his  books  and  accounts  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  terms  : — We  continue  extremely  anxious 
for  your  accounts,  and  as  the  hurry  on  the  exer- 
tion  that  you  always  make  reprefentation  of  in 
your  letters,  feem  to  put  it  out  of  your  power  to 
give  us  that  fatisfaclion,  we  earnedly  recom- 
mend  and  infid  that  you  make  this  a  primary 
bufinefs,  and  leave  the  conduft  of  the  Iron- 
works,  in  the  mean  time,  to  Mr.  Humfray  with- 
‘‘  out  controul  :  to  do  this,  you  will  neceflarily 
“  confine  your  refidence  to  New  York  •,  but  it  is 
not  meant  to  abridge  you  of  any  of  the  advan- 
tages  dipulated  with  you,”  which  order  is  wrote 
in  the  hand-wTiting  of  Mr.  Richard  Willis,  and 
figned  by  Dav^id  Greeme,  Arthur  Forred,  Thomas 
Dampier,  George  Jackfon. 

Your  petitioner  received  this  order  in  the  month 
of  February,  and  the  concerned  had  relolved,  at 
their  meeting  in  London  on  the  preceding  27th  or 
January  1768,  to  lufpendhim  from  all  nis  employ- 


\ 


I 

i 

I 


1 

/ 


ments. 

The  concerned  had  fent  out  one  Mr.  Jedon 
Humfray,  who  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  30th 
of  Septen'iber  1767  *,  thus  46  days  alter  your 
petitioner  returned  thither,  and  this  perfon  now 
fucceeded  in  the  general  management.  Fie  was 
io-norant  of  the  bufinefs  •,  and  your  petitioner  re- 

G  2  prelented 
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prcfented  him  as  fuch  to  the  concerned,  and  that 
he  would  fink  j  0,000  1.  per  annum  of  their  pro¬ 
perty— your  petitioner  received  no  anfwer.  Jefton 
1  lumfray  Ipenr,  during  the  firft  feven  months  he 
was  in  their  fervicc,  13,000!.  and  upwards,  and 
continued  about  two  years  longer  in  his  mifma- 
nagement,  and  then  was  diimilfed* 

Youi  petitioner  begs  leave  here  to  obferve,  that 
the  money  fpent  by,  or  under  the  diredion  of, 
Jellon  Humfray,  who  was  a  bankrupt  in  England, 
wheri  the  managers  lent  him  out  j  and  all  the  mo¬ 
ney  Ipent,  or  pretendeo  to  be  fpent,  lince  your 
petitioner  had  the  direction,  amounting  to  an  in¬ 
credible  lum,  has  been  lunk  after  your  petitioner 
had  defrayed  the  expences  of  traofporting  the 
workmen,  and  erecting  the  works. 

Mr.  Eieh.  W  illis,  the  agent  in  London,  proteftc  d 
yourpecitioner’s  bills,  drawnfor  account  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Company,  to  the  amount  of  10,823  1.  ^  s.  2  d. 
Iterling,  for  money  laid  out  in  their  fervice  by 
your  petitioner  their  partner,  and  fupplied  their 
agent  Jefton  Elumfray  ;  your  petitioner  was,  on 
account  of  thefe  protefted  bills,  arrefted  at  New 
York  ;  but  the  Bill-holders  caufed  a  bill  to  be 
filed  in  this  Court,  in  the  names  of  Curzon  and 
others,  againfl  Richard  VV^iilis  and  others. 

In  anfwer  to  which  bill,  the  faid  George  Jack- 
fon,  Efq;  Richard  Willis,  Richard  Atkinlon,  to¬ 
gether  with  John  hdves,  and  Robert  Mure,  Efors. 
have  fworn  on  the  i2rh  and  14th  of  March  1770* 
that  they  deny  that  they  or  any  or  either  of  them, 
to  their  rpfpedtivc  remembrance  or  belief,  did,^ 
‘‘  at  any  time,  refolve,  agree  or  defire,  that  the 
faid  undertaking,  or  partners  therein  concerned, 
fhould  be  called  or  known  by  the  name  or  ftyle 
_  of  the  American  Company,  or  by  any  other 

“  name 


name  or  ftile  in  particular,  nor  do  or  doth  thefe 
defendants,  or  any  or  either  of  them  know,  nor 
“  can  they  or  any  or  either  of  them  fet  forth,  whe- 
ther  any  or  either  of  the  other  perfons  concerned 
therein  did,  at  any  time,  fo  refolve,  agree  or  de- 
‘‘  fire,  nor  whether  the  fame  defign,  or  undertaking, 
or  partnerfhip  has  been  called  or  known  by  the 
name,  ftile  or  defcription  of  the  American  Com- 
pany  in  Great  Britain  or  in  North  America, 
nor  do  or  doth  thefe  defendants,  or  any  or 
“  either  of  them  know,  or  can  they  or  any  or 
either  of  them  fet  forth  by  what  other  name, 
ftile  or  defcription  the  faid  defign  or  undertaking 
now  is  called  or  known,  for  thefe  defendants 
fay,  that  they  have  not  taken  upon  themfelves 
any  particular  name  or  ftile.” 

Although  not  only  feveral  letters  and  invoices, 
now  in  pofleflion  of  your  petitioner’s  alTignecs  in 
the  hand-writing  of  Richard  Willis  mention  the 
fame  to  be  wrote  for  and  on  account  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Company  *,  but,  in  particular,  a  letter  bearing 
date  loth  of  April  1766,  figned  by  Major  General 
David  Greeme,  Arthur  Forreft,  Richard  Willis,^ 

Efqrs.  and  others,  in  which  they  lay,  - hav- 

‘‘  ing  this  day  made  our  firft  quarterly  payments 
as  new  fubferibers  to  the  American  Company,” 
and  likewife  the  very  order  for  fufpending  of  your 
petitioner,  wrote  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  faid 
George  Jackfon,  Efq*,  and  figned  by  him  and  the 
faid  David  Greeme,  Arthur  forreft,  John  Elves, 
Efq;  Richard  Willis  and  Richard  Atkinfon,  lets 
forth.  That  it  is  a  refolution  taken  at  a  General 
Meeting  of  the  American  Company,  and  left  there 
fliould  be  any  doubt  of  their  remembring  that  ftile 
or  title  on  or  about  the  time  of  their  iwearing  to 

the  abovefaid  anfwer,  the  concerned  did,  at  their 

meeting 
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meeting  on  the  2d  of  January  1770,  enter  the 

following  minute  : - Mr.  Willis  having  exhU 

“  hired  to  us  an  account  of  his  occafional  ad- 
vances  to  this  time,  the  intcreft  on  which 
amounting  to  881.  16.S.  id. 

Refolved,  That  he  pafTes  the  fame  to  ac- 
count  of  the  American  Company  and  this 
minute  is  figned  by  John  Elves,  Richard  Atkin- 
fon,  Richard  Willis,  and  was  confirmed  at  a  fub- 
fequent  meeting  the  6th  of  February  1770,  when 
John  Elves,  Richard  Atkinfon,  George  Jackfon, 
John  Smith,  and  Richard  Willis  were  prefent,  and 
figned  the  book  ^  nor  is  this  minute  at  all  extra¬ 
ordinary,  fince  the  very  books  kept  by  the  agent 
of  the  concerned  in  London  are  opened  with  an 
account  of  the  American  Company. 

And  your  petitioner  again  calls  on  David 
Greeme,  George  Jackfon,  Robert  Mure,  John 
El  ves,  Richard  Willis  and  Richard  Atkinfon,  Efqrs. 
to  difown,  if  they  can,  the  truth  of  what  is  here 
alledged. 

Your  petitioner  did  not  take  a  circuit  of  up¬ 
wards  of  2000  miles  to  fly  from,  but  to  meet  his 
partners  on  Englifh  ground,  and  fent  his  books 
and  papers  under  the  care  of  a  perfon  capable  of 
explaining  them,  not  to  a  particular  friend  as  is 
bafely  and  falfcly  fuggefted  in  the  affidavit  of 
Richard  Willis  and  Richard  Atkinfon  on  the  17th 
of  March  1770  *,  but  to  a  perfon  of  whom  your 
petitioner  had  no  other  knowledge  than  that  he 
v/as  a  merchant  of  reputation  on  the  Exchange  of 
London,  and  one  whofe  attention  to  the  interefl:  of 
his  correfpondents  abroad,  creditors  of  the  houfe 
of  Flafenclever,  Seton  and  Crofts,  would  not 
permit  that  eflate  to  be  plundered  ;  your  petitioner 
looked  up  for  juflice  to  this  Honourable  Court, 

and 
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and  conformed  in  all  things  to  the  ftatute  •,  he 
latisfied  the  creditors  of  his  bankrupt  houfe,  that 
is,  iuch  as  had  proved  their  debts  for  goods  fold, 

and  other  fair  mercantile  tranfadions  :  and  a  fuf- 

\  ^  * 

ficient  number  of  fuch,  both  as  to  number  and 
value,  had  figned  your  petitioner’s  certificate,  as 
was  certified  by  the  Commiffioners  appointed  for 
that  purpofe. 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,  hoped  for  the  allow¬ 
ance  of  his  certificate,  but  found  it  obftrufted  by 
thefe  very  men  whofe  practices  with  his  partner 
Andrew  Seton,  had  laid  the  foundation  of  your 
petitioner’s  ruin. 

Mr.  John  Smith,  a  Solicitor,  who  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  that  capacity  from  the  time  of  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  houfe  in  1766,  and  who  afted  as  clerk 
under  the  commifTion  againft  Andrew  Seton,  and 
like  wife  as  clerk  under  the  commifTion  againft 
Charles  Crofts,  had  become  a  partner  in  the 
American  Company,  by  the  purchafe  of  one  of 
the  fhares,  and  was  confidered  by  your  petitioner’s 
creditors  as  an  improper  perfon  to  guide  their  con¬ 
cern.  To  hii  malice,  your  petitioner  apprehends 
that  he  may,  in  a  great  manner,  aferibe  the  oppo- 
fition  which  the  allowance  of  his  certificate  has  met 
with  ;  for,  on  perufal  of  the  minute-book  kept  by 
the  concerned  in  the  American  Company,  there  ap¬ 
pear  the  following  refolutions,  viz. 

January  27,  1768.  That  Mr.  Smith  in  courfe 
of  law  do  compel  members  not  complying  with 
calls. 

May  II,  1768.  That  Mr.  Smith  be  dcTired  to 
proceed  inequity  againft  the  executors  of  James 
Cranford,  and  againft  William  Berry. 

October  3,  1769.  That  Mr.  Smith  be  direded 
to  take  proper  meafures  to  compel  Mr.  Duval 

I  and 
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and  Mrs.  Crofts,  to  join  in  executing  aflignments 
to  the  purchafers  of  their  refpcftive  fhares, 

December  5,  1769.  That  Mr.  Smith,  at  the 
Company’s  expence  defend  the  fuit  in  Chancery 
brought  by  Curzon  and  others. 

But  in  the  whole  courfe  of  their  proceedings, 
from  the  27th  of  January  to  the  31ft  of  December 
1771,  there  is  not  any  mention  made  of  any  order 
or  refolution  directing  or  defiring  Mr.  Smith  to 
take  any  of  the  fteps  he  has  taken  to  oppofe  the 
allowance  of  your  petitioner’s  certificate. 

Mr.  Smith  has,  however,  fabricated  two  peti¬ 
tions  with  the  name  of  Commodore  Arthur  For- 
reft  at  the  head  of  the  one,  and  Major  General 
David  Greeme  at  the  head  of  the  other ;  and  thus 
the  name  of  the  late  Arthur  Forreft,  Efq*,  who  ftood 
continually  debtor  in  the  partnerlhip’s  books  to  a 
very  confiderable  amount,  and  who,  by  means  of 
^n  article  in  the  books  by  diredlion  of  his  friend 
Andrew  Seton,  wrote,  crofled,  that  crofling  erafed, 
and  that  erafement  wrote  over,  was  made  to  appear 
a  creditor,  is  now  made  to  ftand  in  bar  of  your 
petitioner’s  obtaining  his  certificate,  along  with 
the  concerned  in  the  American  Company,  who  arc 
with-holding  from  the  creditors  of  your  petitioner’s 
cftate  10,000  1.  and  upwards,  which  they  are  in¬ 
debted  to  him. 

To  prove  this,  your  petitioner  came  from  North 
America  to  London  in  the  Summer  of  the  year 
1769,  and  on  the  3d  of  Odlober  1769,  the  con¬ 
cerned  of  the  American  Company  entered  the  fol¬ 
lowing  minute  in  their  book. 

The  afllgnees  of  Mr.  Hafenclever  having 
‘‘  attended  and  propofcd  that  the  examination  of 
his  account  Ihould  be  entered  into  with  the 
Company, 

kefoived 
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Refolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  meet  the  laid  aOignees  for  that  purpofe,  and 
Mr.  Jackfon,  Mr:  Atkinfon,  and  Mr.  .Willis, 
were  appointed  accordingly.” 

Had  this  examination  been  continued  in  the 
mode  which  was  agreed  upon  and  begun  with,  the- 
account  would  foon  have  been  inveftigated,  and 
the  real  Hate  of  affairs  difclofed.  Men  of  bufinefs 
on  both  fides,  with  the  affiftance  of  your  petitioner 
and  his  book-keeper,  could  not  have  been  long  in 
fettling  and  fixing  what  was  due  from  one  party  to 
another  ;  but  this  was  not  the  aim  of  Mr.  Richard 
Willis  and  Mr,  Richard  Atkinfon,  and  they,  with 
the  afTitlance  of  their  partner  and  folicitor,  John 
Smith,  obtained  from  this  honourable  court  an 
order  to  deliver  over  to  Mr.  Richard  Atkinlon,  on 
oath,  all  books  and  account  in  cuftody  or  power 
of  your  petitioner’s  aifignecs,  in  any  way  relating 
to  the  matter  in  queftion,  &c.  your  petitioner’s 
affignees  acquiefeed  to  this  order  without  appeal, 
my  Lord  Chief  Julfice  De  Grey,  then  Attorney 
General  and  council  for  your  petitioner,  not  ad- 
vifing  againft  it,  and  your  petitioner’s  affignees 
having  nothing  in  view  but  the  promoting  every 
method  which  could  accelerate  the  adjufting  the 
accounts. 

Your  petitioner  little  imagined  that  Mr.  Atkin¬ 
fon,  notwithftanding  his  afferting  in  court  that  if 
the  books  were  delivered  up  to  him,  ne  could  go 
through  the  examination  in  fix  weeks,  would  keep 
poffelfion  of  the  fame  until  now  near  two  years, 
without  afeertaining  any  claim,  nor  ever  mention¬ 
ing  to  your  petitioner  or  his  affignees,  what  pro- 
grefs  was  made  in  the  examination,  or^  calling  on 
them  for  any  explanation  or  infpedtion  of  the 

II  vouchers. 
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vouchers,  which  this  honoumble  court  had  lilccwlfc 
ordered  in  his  favour. 

Your  petitioner  is  aware,  that  when  he  has 
humbly  paitioned  this  honourable  court  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  allowing  of  his  certificate,  long  affi¬ 
davits  have  been  thrown  in  from  men  employed, 
or  pretended  to  be  employed,  in  examining  your 
petitioner’s  books  *,  but  your  petitioner  begs  leave 
to  obferve,  that  thefe  affidavits  were  drawn  by,  or 
by  the  direction  of  the  fame  men,  or  fome  ot  them, 
who  on  the  12th  and  14th  of  March  177^’  swore 
not  to  know  neither  the  defign  or  undertaking 
they'  are  concerned  in,  has  been  called  or  known 
by  the  name  and  llile  or  defeription  of  the 
American  Company,  although  the  books  and 
papers  of  ■  their  proceedings  teem  with  that  ftile 
and  title.^ 

Your  petitioner  has  had  this  only  confolation  in 
all  his  fufferings  under  thefe  delays  ;  that  of  five 
affignees  which  were  appointed  by  the  creditors, 
three  independent  men  on  the  Exchange  of  Lon¬ 
don  have  fupported  his  reputation  •,  the  fourth 
being  Miles  Nightingale,  was  concerned  with  your 
petitioner’s  partner  Andrew  Seton,  in  circulating 
of  bills  and  notes,  and  is  now  a  bankrupt  in  his 

turn. - The  fifth,  Mr.  Alexander  Anderfon,  has 

indeed  from  his  entering  on  the  affigneefhip,  and, 
by  his  affidavit  of  the  8th  of  May  1770,  declared 
againft  your  petitioner;  but  your  petitioner  had 
reafon  to  think  that  it  proceeded  from  no  other 
motive  than  Mr.  Anderfon’s  high  opinion  of  his 
countryman  Mr.  Mure’s  houfe  ;  and  he  has  now 
given  it  under  his  hand  writing,  dated  the  25th  of 
March  1772,  that  he  is  in  tfiefe  matters  chiefly 
guided  by  that  opinion,  and  that  he  is  greatly  a 

ftr  anger 
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ftranger  to  the  affairs,  and  that  he  knows  very 
little  about  the  ftate  of  accounts^’ 

That  your  petitioner  having  finiflied  his  laft 
examination  before  the  commiflioners  in  the  month 
of  October  1769,  has,  fince  that  time,  been  fup- 
ported  by  his  friends  and  relations. 

That  by  the  with-holding  the  allowing  of  his 
certificate,  your  petitioner  is  prevented  from-  re¬ 
entering  on  any  bufinefs,  whereby  he  might  pro¬ 
vide  for  himfelf  and  famdly. 

That  your  petitioner  has  kept  his  refidence  in 
England,  in  obedience  to  the  particular  injunftion 
of  this  honourable  court,  awaiting  that  his  enemies 
fhould  make  good  their  allegations  againfl;  him. 

That  your  petitioner  cannot  pofiibly  lubfill  any 
longer  in  this  very  expenfive  country  on  the  con¬ 
tributions  of  his  relations  in  Germany. 

That  your  petitioner  has  the  accumulated  mifcry 
to  fee  his  v/ife  labouring  under  acute  bodily  dii- 
eafes,  aggravated  by  the  confiderations  ot  her 
diilrefifed  circumftances,  dying,  as  it  were,  by 
inches,  that  he  fees  his  only  child,  a  daughter,  born 
and  bred  to  better  fortune  along  v^itli  himlelf  re¬ 
duced  to  a  ftate  of  dependency,  and  this  when  your 
petitioner  find^  himfelf  in  the  decline  or  life. 

*  The  23d  of  January  1773,  Mr.  Peter  Hafenclever  by  defire 
of  his  alTignees,  Mr.  Andrew  Devilme  and  Mr.  John  Bereni 
waited, on  Mr.  Alexander  Anderfon,  one  of  the  afiignecs,  to 
requeil  him  to  fign  his  certificate.  Mr.  Anderfon  declared  that 
he  then  haa  not  examined  the  accounts  ot  Hafenclever,  Seton 
and  Crofts,  and  had  heard  that  Mr.  Peter  Haienclcver  had  not 
brought  in  his  tliare  of  the  capital,  (who  w'^as  the  only  one  ot  the 
three  partners  wlio  had  his  capital  8000 1.  m  tne  houfe,  and 
befides  a  credit  of  399Q  1.  14  s.  10  d.)  llow^  tar  Mr.  Ander- 
ion  could  make  the  above  affidavit,  and  how  far  he  has  accom- 
plifaed  the  duty  of  an  atTignee,  who,  after  three  years  and  fix 
months  of  his  afiigneefhip,  had  never  looked  into  the  booKS,  or 
examined  the  accounts,  the  public  will  be  the  beiijudges. 

H  2  Your 
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Your  petitioner,  therefore,  humbly  prays  that 
your  Lordfhip  will  take  his  cafe  into  ferious  con- 
fideration,  and  grant  that  his  certificate  may*be 
allowed  him. 

And  your  petitioner  lhail  ever  pray,  &c. 

Peter  Hasen  clever. 

.  .  April  4,  1772. 

■  Apiil  o,  Let  the  parties  concerned,  or 

their  agents,  attend  me  on  the  matter  of  this 
petition,  upon  the  next  day  of  petitions. 
Hereof  give  notice  forthwith,  and  let  the 
afEdavft  of  John  Berens  and  another,  be 
filed.  APS  LET,  C. 


F  F  I  D  A  V  I  T. 


In  the  Matters  of  Peter  Hasenclever. 


John  Berens  and  William  Watlington  of  Lon¬ 
don,  merchants,  two  of  the  affignees  of  the  eftate 
and  elFedcs  of  the  faid  bankrupt,  jointly  and  feve- 
verally  make  oath  and  fay,  that  they  have  care¬ 
fully  read  and  fully  confidered  the  petition  of  the 
faid  bankrupt  to  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  of 
Great  Britain,  which  is  fubferibed  by  the  faid 
bankrupt,  and  dated  the  4th  day  of  April  inftant, 
wherein  he  prays  for  the  allowance  of  his  certifi¬ 
cate,  and  which  faid  petition  is  hereunto  annex’d  ; 
and  thele  deponents  further  fay,  that  the  feveral 
extratls  of  letters,  minutes,  entries,  and  other  pa¬ 
pers  ft  ated  and  fef  forth  in  the  faid  petition,  (the 
originals  of  which  are  therein  mentioned  to  be  in 
the  cuftody  and  poflellion  of  the  faid  bankrupt’s 
alfignees)  are  true  extrads  or  copies  of  the  fame, 
thele  deponents  having  carefully  compared  the 
fame  with  luch  originals  as  are  in  thefe  deponents 
cuftody  or  power  ;  and  thefe  deponents  further 

fay. 
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fay,  that  they  verily  believe  that  the  feveral  other 
extracts  of  letters,  minutes,  entries  and  recitals,  oi 
and  from  other  books  and  papers  as  mentioned 
and  fet  forth  in  the  faid  petition,  are  alfo  nme 
extracts  or  copies  of  the  purport  of  the  laid  lall 
-letters,  minutes,  entries  and  recitals,  a  great  part 
of  which  thefe  deponents  know  to  be  true  from 
their  own  knowledge  ;  and  thefe  deponents  laftly 
fay,  that  they  verily  believe  that  the  feveral  other 
facts  ftated  in  the  faid  petition,  which  cannot  be 
evidenced  by  any  of  the  letters,  minutes,  entries, 
books  or  papers  above-mentioned,  are  neverthelefs 
true,  according  to  the  belt  of  thefe  deponents 
knowledge,  remembrance  and  belief. 

John  Berens, 

William  Watlington. 
Both  fworn  at  the  Public- 
'  office  in  Chancery-lane, 
the  4th  day  of  April, 

1772.  W.  Graves. 

Though  I  had  called  on  Major  General  David 
Greeme,  and  George  Jacklbn,  Efq-,  in  this  petition, 
to  difown  their  mentioned  letters,  or  to  expofe  the 
Solicitor  who  had  prefumed  to  make  ufe  of  their 
names  for  the  infamous  purpofe  of  vilifying  my 
charadfer,  Mr.  Jacklbn  did  not  appear,  nor  any  of 
his  alTociates  ;  but  General  Greeme  preiented  him- 
felf  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  was  prefent 
when  the  petition  was  read  by  the  Attorney  Ge¬ 
neral  befoi  C  my  Lord  Chancellor.  I  took  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  requeft  Major  General  David  Greeme, 
that  as  a  man  of  honour  he  would  publicly  con¬ 
tradict  the  charges  which  I  had  been  laying  againft 
•him  *,  but  he  remained  filent,  and  continued  to 
perfecute  me,  although,  as  he  affured  me,  he  was 
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no  longer  concerned  in  the  affair.  But  could  I 
expe6l  a  better  treatment  of  a  General  who  fwore 
the  6th  ot  March  1771,  That  Peter  Hafen- 
clever  was  fent  back  with  the  confent  of  this 
defendant,  and  the  other  partners  concerned,  to 
“  take  upon  him  the  management  of  the  Iron- 
works  ;  that  on  his  arrival  at  New  York,  he 
took  upon  him  the  management  accordingly, 
and  continued  therein  for  fome  time,  kill  by 
‘‘  his  mifconduck  in  a6ling  contrary  to,  or  not  ob- 
ferving  the  rules  laid  down  and  direftions  given, 
he  was  difeharged.”  That  this  accufation  is 
abfolutely  falfe,  appears  from  this  circumftance : 
I  arrived  the  15th  of  Auguft  1767,  at  New  York, 
and  acquainted  the  Trultees  of  my  arrival,  and  of 
the  bad  management  of  affairs  during  my  abfence, 
on  which  I  received  an  anfwer,  da*ted  the  14th  of 
November  1 7675  figned  by  General  David  Greeme, 
George  Jackfon,  Richard  Willis,  Arthur  Forreft, 
and  Richard  Atkinfon,  in  which  they,  lay  : - 

You  WILL  PLEASE  TO  DISTINGUISH,  THAT  IN 
THIS  PARTICULAR  WE  MEAN  NOT  TO  BLAME 
YOU,  THE  SOURCE  OF  THESE  EVILS  LYING  IN 
THE  NEGLIGENCE  (nOt  tO  fay  WOrfc)  OF  THOSE 
WHO  HAVE  SUPERINTENDED  THE  PEOPLE,  AND 
“  CONDUCTED  THE  WORKS  DURING  YOUR  AB- 

SENCE,’^  And  of  what  mifcondudl  could  I  be 
‘guilty  in  fo  fhort  a  time  as  46  days,  which  I  had 
employed  to  reftify  all  diforders,  to  deferve  fuch 
treatment  ;  and  this  was  all  the  time  I  direfted 
the  works  after  my  arrival,  fince  Mr.  Humfray, 
from  the  beginning  of  Oiffober  1767,  took  the 
foie  direftion  of  the  works  upon  him  ;  and  Ge¬ 
neral  Greeme  fvvears  under  the  fame  date,  6th  of 

March  1771: - he  doth  not  remember  or 

believe  that  it  was  ever  agreed  by  the  partners 

concerned 
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“  concerned  in  the  faid  undertaking,  that  the 
“  fame  fhould  be  called  the  American  Com- 
■“  PANY,  nor  doth  this  defendant  remember  or 
“  believe  that  any  particular  name  or  flile  was 
“  agreed  upon.”  However,  I  can  Ihew  the  con¬ 
trary  by  feveral  of  the  Company’s  letters,  in  the 
private  meeting  of  Nov.  21,  1767,  he  himlelf  ftiles 
this  undertaking  the  American  Company,  under 
which  name  it  went  from  its  beginning,  and  had 
no  other  name,  as  bills,  accounts,  books  and  letters 
clearly  fhew.  Though  my  petition  was  not  fuc- 
cefsful,  'yet,  when  I  reflect;  on  the  impreflion  this 
petition  feem’d  to  make  on  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
by  his  declaring  from  the  bench.  That  he  wiflied 
he  could  help  me,  I  cannot  but  admire  his  Lord- 
Ihip’s  humanity,  and  lament  that  by  former  orders 
of  the  Court  (before  he  held  the  feals)  it  was  ren¬ 
dered  ineffeftual  at  that  time. 

Thus  finding  my  hopes  of  redreis,  for  all  my 
wrongs,  difappointed ;  and  but  a  very  diftant,  if 
any,  profped;  remaining,  that  I  fiiould  obtain  an 
honourable  difeharge  from  the  commiffion  of 
bankruptcy  5  that  fo  I  might  re-eltablilh  my  for¬ 
tune  by  my  induftry  and  knowledge  ;  I  determined 
to  leave  England  and  retire  to  fome  remote  part  of 
Germany. 

But  the  great  idea  which  many  foreigners,  who 
never  have  been  in  England,  entertain  of  the  li¬ 
berty  and  property,  of  the  generofity,  richnefs  and 
happinefs  of  the  Britiflr  Nation,  and  of  tfie  equal 
diltribution  of  juftice,  induces  them  to  think  that 
no  man  can  undergo  fuch  perfecution  as  I  have 
fuffered,  without  being  guilty  of  fome  great  mif- 
demeanour  unknown  to  the  public. 

I  found  that  the  cruel  elfcdts  of  the  unwarrant¬ 
able  proceedings  of  my  enemies  in  this  country 
muft  be  felt  by  me  in  every  part  of  Europe  anef 

I  America, 
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America,  where  I  was  before  known,  honoured 
and  refpeclcd,  unlefs  I  cleared  up  my  charafter,  by 
a  fair  date  of  my  cafe,,  in  an  appeal  to  the  public. 
In  Ihort,  in  a  late  tour  1  made  to  Germany  to 
make  an  eftablilhmcnt  in  Silefia,  and  returning 
over  Berlin,  1  there  plainly  perceived  that  it  was 
expefted,  by  perfons  of  the  firft  rank,  thatl  Ihould 
return  to  London,  and  juftify  myfelf  in  this  man¬ 
ner  without  lofs  of  time,  or  not  recover  the  elfeem 
and  familiarity  which  I  enjoyed  with  them  before 
my  misfortunes. 

I  am  likewile  obliged  by  t!ie  parties  themfelves 
(the  Truftees  of  the  American  Company)  to  take 
this  neceflary  meafure  ;  for  they  have  thrown  out 
every  falfehood  they  could  invent  to  defame  and 
vilify  my  reputation,  becaufe  I  would  not  permit 
taem  to  appropriate  what  is  not  their  own,  which 
is,  the  amoiipj  of  sny  Bills  to  the  New  Tork  Mer¬ 
chants,  nor  to  retain  from  the  creditors  of  Hafen- 
clever,  Seton  and  Crofts  what  is  due  to  them.  In 
hopes  of  gaining  their  point,  they  have  heaped 
iniquity  on  iniquity,  and  fealed  thern  with  erro¬ 
neous  oaths.  I  went  to  Ame’rica  before  I  knev/ 
them,  and  only  became  acquainted  .  with  them 
through  my  knavilh  partner  Andrew  Seton. 

Had  I  given  a  fraudulent  debt  of  4000 1.  as 
Seton  has  done^  and  afterwards,  without  exami¬ 
nation,  figned  an  account,  in  which  this  debt  was 
ftated,  as  Crofts  innocently  did,  I  lliould  not  have 
been  molefted  by  them. 

But  my  honefty  is,  in  this  cafe,  the  caufe  of  my 

misfortune, - poor  encouragement  for  an  honeit 

man ! 

The  truth  of  thefe  remarks  I  feverely  experienced 
a  few  days  after  my  return  to  England.  My  afiig- 
nees,  Melfrs.  John  Berens,  Andrew  Devifme,  and 

William 
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William  Watlington,  called  a  meeting  of  the  cre- 
ditor3  on  the  i6th  of  December  laft,  to  lay  their 
tranfadlions  before  them,  (Mr,  Richard  Willis  and 
M^r.  Richard  AtKinlon  were  prefent.)  My  above- 
npntioned  petition,  in  which  I  proved  their  falla¬ 
cious  aflertions  and  oaths,  was  read  ;  but  this  made 
no  other  impreffion  on  them,  except  that  Mr.  Rich-  ’ 
ard  Atkinfon  now  faid,  and  Mr.  Richard  Willis 
confirmed  it,  that  they  were  willing  to  leave  the 
fettling  of  my  books  and  demands  to  arbitration. 

- Why  have  they  deferr’d  this  fo  long  ?  Why 

have  they  drawn  this  affair  into  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  occafioned  fuch  heavy  expences  ? 
Why  did  they  not  accept  my  offer  which  I  made 
them  as  long  ago  as  in  May  1768  to  leave  matters 
of  difpute  between  us  to  arbitration,  either  in  New 
York  (the  propereft  place)  or  in  London,  agreeable 
to  one  deed  of  partncrfliip  ?  But  it  was  not  ac¬ 
cepted.  For  whiit  reafon  have  they  delayed  this 
fo  juft  propofal  ?  perhaps  in  order  to  tire  me  out, 
and  to  force  me  to  abandon  my  affairs,  which  I 
have  not  done,  nor  never  will  do,  though  my  cre¬ 
ditors,  or,  I  may  rather  fay,  the  creditors  of  my 
bankrupt  partnerfliip,  who  had,  ’till  then,  at  their 
expences,  caufed  the  proceedings  at  law  to  be 
carried  on,  wearied  out  at  length,  have  now  for- 
faken  me  ;  yet,  fince  the  year  1769  (fupported  by 
my  friends  and  relations  in  foreign  parts)  I  have 
ftood  by  thefe  creditors,  that  I  might  contribute 
all  that  lay  in  my  power,  affifted  by  my  affignees 
Meffrs.  Berens,  Andrew  Devifme,  and  Williann  ^ 
Watlington,  to  obtain,  for  them  and  myfelf,  that 
j'uftice  which  is  due,  and  which  I  ftill  claim  ;  but, 
to  my  great  mortification,  I  now  find  that  I  have 
been  made  the  dupe  of  my  fincerity  and  ho- 
Bclly. 
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My  affignees  aiked  Mr.  Richard  Atkinfbn,  (who 
32  months  had  my  books  and  papers  in  his  hands 
tor  examination)  in  prefence  of  feveral  gentlemen 
creditors  at  the  faid-  meeting,  what  claim  he  had 
to  make  for  the  American  Company  ?  but  he 
could  Ihew  none,  and  gave  for  excufe,  that  there 
were  about  70  books  written  in  fuch  a  manner, 
and  fome*  in  foreign  languages,  as  to  be  unintelli¬ 
gible  *,  here  I  mufc  obferve  that  the  books  of  which 
he  fpeaks,  are  the  books  v/hich  were  kept  on  the 
works  in  mountains  and  wildernefies,  by  the  in¬ 
ferior  clerks,  and  fonie  of  them  were  Germans^ 
for  whom  I  had  abfolutely  a  necefiity,  hnce  the 
people  did  not  underftand  Englifli,  to  fettle  ac¬ 
counts  wdth  Labourers,  V/ood-cutters,  Colliers, 
Carters,  Carpenters,  Miners,  Founders  and  Forge- 
men,  ^c.  concerning  the  wages  and  falaries  which 
were  paid  to  them  in  goods,  provifions  and  money  ; 
at  the  time  when  I  carried  on  a  great  number  of 
extenfive  works  and  buildings  in  fix  different  de¬ 
partments,  where  the  people,  confifting  of  feveral 
hundred  perfons,  were  difperfcd  in  60  different 
places^  in  delarts  amongft  rocks  and  mountains, 
whom  I'was  obliged  to  find  in  provifions  ;  and  of 
thefe  no  regular  account  could  be  kept  in  fuch  a 
fituation  ;  to  account  for  what  every  man,  woman 
or  child  had  eaten,  could  anfwer  no  purpofe  ^  to 
engage  book-keepers  for  this  branch,  1  judged  un- 
neceffary,  and  a  fiiperfluous  expence,  as  I  wa^ 
under  no  reftraint  from  the  company,  and  acted  to 
the  beft  of  my  judgment,  and  not  a  fingle  drop  of 
liquor,  or  ounce  of  provifions  would  have  been 
faved,  but  a  greater  numiber  of  clerks  would  have 
augmented  the  expences. 

*  ‘  ‘  ■  '  Mr. 
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Mr.  Richard  Atkinfon,  with  an  ill-naturM  fneer,' 
faid,  as  for  my  books  which  I  had  kept  at  New 
York,  they  were  neatly  and  finely  wrote  books, 
but  manufa^u7^ed  books.  I  will  only  reply  to  this 
fcandalous  exprefiicn,  that  with  thefe  neat  manu¬ 
factured  books  1  will  prove  (fupported  by  receipts 
and  other  vouchers)  that  all  the  provifions,  goods, 
and  money  charged  therein  have  been  bought  and 
paid  for,  and  have  been  employed  folely  in  the 
building  of  the  works,  and  in  tranfporting  and 
maintaining  of  the  people,  and  for  this  purpofe 
there  wants  no  better  or  further  evidence  than  the 
following  affidavit : 

WE. the  under-written  Managers,  Book  and 
Caffi-keepers  in  general,  declare,  that  according  to 
the  fundry  periods  of  our  adminiftration,'the  mo¬ 
neys  and  goods  noted  in  the  fundry  books  belong- 
ino*  to  the  feveral  Iron-works  at  Cortland,  Haver- 
ftraw,  Ringwood,  Longpond  and  Charlottenbiirgh, 
have  not  only  been  received  at  the  different  works, 
but  have  alfo  been  folely  employed  for  the  ufe  of 
the  faid  works,  and  for  no  other  purpofe  Avhatfo- 
ever  :  and  we  declare,  that  to  the  beft  of  our 
knowledge  not  a  fingle  fhilling  has  been  ufed  to 
any  private,  particular  purpofe  of  Mr.  Peter  Ha- 
fenclever,  but  that  all  the'provifions,  money  and 
goods  have  been  employed  in  building  the  works  *, 
and  that  the  expences  have  greatly  lurpaffed  the 
original  calculation  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  con- 
fidering  the  fine  profpeCt  there  was  at  that  time, 
and  the  many  accidents  that  have  happened,  which 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  human  prudence  to 
forefee,  particularly  the  breaking  of  dams,  by 
which  near  a  year  was  loft,  and 'to  repair  them 
required  nearly  as  much  money  as  the  firft  coft  of 
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raifin^  them  amounted  to. — 


— A  vaft  number  of 
the  mines,  which,  on  the  furfiice  on  the  ground  and 

even  ioine  feet  deep  proved  very  good,  either 
wedged  out,  vaniflied  or  turned,  lulpburous,  cop- 
perifli  or  arfenical,  which  obftruited  the  progrefs 
of  ‘the  works,  and  obliged  us  to  learch  for  new 
ones.  •  1  he  numerous  roads  and  bridges,  at  firft 
not  looked  upon  as  articles  of  great  expence,  have 
proved  a  very  heavy  charge,  for  the  failing.of  the 
mines  made  a  number  of  new  roads  abfolutely  ne- 
cefiary.^  All  thefe  accidents,  which  it  would  be 
too  tedious  to  relate,  and  other  unforefeen  and  in¬ 
evitable  events,  are  the  caufes  that  the  expence  in 
general  has  greatly  exceeded  the  firft  calculation, 
and  to  thefe  accidents  it  was  alfo  owing,  that  a 
number  of  Forgernen  and  other  people,  whofe 
wages  by  centradt  were  neceffarily  to  be  paid,  were 
kept  idle  and  unemployed. 

Mr 

John  William  P oilman  Daniel  Vriejlnrg 


Barnard  Smith 
Frederick  Weiffenfels 
E.  W.  Kierfs 


dugufiiis  Stein 
Jacob  Hertel 
Johan  Jacob  Faejh. 
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[  ORK,  >  1 4th  day  of  December  laft  part,  the 
d  3  ^bove  lubferibers,  Daniel  Vriefberg, 
William  Pollman,  Auguftus  Stein, 
and  Jacob  Hertel ;  and  on  the  29th 
day  of  the  lame  month,  the  above 
fubferibers,  John  Jacob  Eaefii  and 
Barnard  Smith  ;  and  on  the  i6th 
day  of  January  inftant,  the  above 
fubferibers,  Frederick  WeilTenfels  9 
and  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof, 
the  above  fubferiber,  E..  W.  Kierfs, 
perfonally  appeared  before  me, 
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Whitehead  Hicks,  Efq;  Mayor  of 
the  city  of  New  York  *,  and  being 
fworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelifts,  and 
feverally  declare,  that  the  contents 
of  the  foregoing  certificate,  to  which 
*  they  had  refpeclively  fet  their  names, 

are  true,  according  to  the  beft  of 
their  knowledge  :  in  teftimony 
whereof,  I  have  hereunto  fet  my 
hand  at  New  York,  the  19th  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1769. 

IVhitehead  Hicks. 

Thefe  feveral  perfons  voluntary  declared  upon 
oath,  that  they  had  received  the  provifions,  goods, 
and  money,  as  ftated  in  my  books  *,  and  before 
they  made  this  affidavit,  I  laid  all  the  books  before 
them  for  examination,  that  none  of  them  might 
plead  a  miftake  by  too  great  a  hurry  ;  and  after 
they  had  fully  farisfied  themfelves  on  this  point, 
they  went  before  Whitehead  Hicks,  Elq;  Mayor 
of  New  York,  and  then  made  the  affidavit  here 
above  related,  and  I  afterwards  fent  the  books  to 
London,  attefted  by  a  Notary  Public. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that  Mr.  Richard  Atkin- 
fon,  after  33  months  examination,  has  not  yet  re¬ 
delivered  the  books  to  the  alfignees,  though  he 
promifed,  at  the  meeting  on  the  i6th  of  laft  De¬ 
cember,  to  deliver  them  in  a  few  days  *,  and  the 
12th  of  January  he  met  Mr.  John  Berens  and  Mr. 
William  Watlington,  and  told  them  to  fend  for 
the  books  ;  they  fent  tv/ice,  and  ftill  he  did  not 
deliver  them.  Nor  did  he  ever  afk  in  all  that 
time  for  any  receipts  or  vouchers  belonging  to  the 
faid  books  which  were  in  the  hands  of  my  afiig- 
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nees  ;  this  clearly  fliews,  that  the  pretended  exa- 
mmation  was  only  intended  to  delay  the  payment 
oi  what  IS  due  to  me  ;  and  by'  this  artful  con triv- 
ance  the  tair  creditors  have  been  deprived  not  only 
ot  a  dividend  of  feveral  thoufand  pounds,  which 
for  three  years  have  been  depofitcd  in  the  Bank, 
but  hkewile  a  confiderable  fum  due  to  me,  the 
payment  of  which  they  have  artfully  fufpended, 

y  my  books  and  papers  under  fallacious 

pictences  into  their  pofieffion. 

r  •  1 gifting  to  me  beyond  exprefiion,  that  the 
laid  1  ruitees,  by  their  inhuman  and  unaccountable 
proceedings,  have  forced  me  to  the  difgraceful 
Itate  of  bankruptcy,  by  making  me  lofe,  through 
their  premeditated  ichemes,  a  very  confiderable 
pioperty,  exceeding  the  fum  of  forty  thousand 
pounds  Iterling.  Phis  I  fliall  make  appear  to  any 
gentleman  converfant  in  trade,  and  acquainted 
>vith  the  value  ot  American  lands  according  to 
their  fertility  and  fituation  ;  1  not  only  alfert,  but 
will  give  proof,  that  had  I  not  unfortunately  been 
engaged  with  the  Truftees  of  the  American  Com¬ 
pany,  (froni  the  time  Andrew  Seton  had  ruined 
the  houie  of  Hafenclever,  Seton  and  Crofts)  and 
that  I  had  folely  followed  my  own  private  affairs, 
rny  eftate,  according  to  all  probability,  would,  at 
this  time,  have  far  exceeded  the  above-mentioned 
lum.  I  Ihould  have  had  the  pleafure  and  fatif- 
faclion  to  have  paid  thofe  debts  in  full,  which  rny 
partners,  during  my  abfence,  and  unknown  to  me, 
had  contracted,  and  ftill  have  been  able  to  fubfift 
p  an  independent  man  with  honour  and  pleafure, 
in  this  country,  or  in  America. 

.  But  what  is  more  aggravating  and  an  irremedi¬ 
able  injury  is,  to  have  made  me  lofe  fix  years  of 
ipy  life,  during  which  time  I  could  have  been 
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^fctuily  employed  for  myfelf,  my  family,  my 
iriends,  and  the  public. 

My  adverfaries  may  alledge,  that  the  Iron  and 
Pot-afli  manufaftures,  and  the  fertile  lands,  have 
produced  no  profit.  Manufaftures,  conduced  by 
Ignorant  men,  make  a  lofing  account  every  where  ; 
and  the  moil:  fertile  lands  uncultivated,  produce 
nothing  in  any  part  of  the  world.  Thefe  misfor¬ 
tunes  I  forefaw  ;  and  as  foon  as  the  diredlion  was 
totally  taken  out  of  my  hands,  I  generoufly  ac¬ 
quainted  the  Truftees  that  they  would  fink  Ten 
Thoufand  pounds  per  annum  j  but  they  rejedled 
my  advice — they  had  adopted  a  pernicious  plan 
— they  were  refolved  to  ruin  me,  and  to  make  me 
their  vi6tim.  However,  I  muft  refer  the  reader 
to  the  report  of  the  Iron-works,  made  by  four  im¬ 
partial  gentlemen  to  Governor  Franklin,  copy  of 
which  is  annexed  j  by  which  it  appears,  that  there 
were  the  means,  and  every  probability  for  fuccefs 
and  profit.  I  had  formed  the  whole  plan — I  had 
accomplifhed  the  buildings — I  had  acquired  the 
lands,  and  difcovered  mines,  and  had  brought  over 
to  America  able  workmen  from  Germany ;  but 
after  I  had  had  all  this  trouble,  I  was  deprived  of 
the  means  of  ‘fliewing  the  good  effefts  of  my  plan, 
tlie  profits  of  which  are  itated  in  the  effeftive  ac¬ 
counts  likewife  fubjoined  to  this  narrative. 

And  I  now  declare  on  my  honour  that  to  the  beft 
of  my  knowledge,  I  have  advanced  nothing  in  the 
preceding  narrative  but  the  truth.  I  am  a  man, 
and  conlequently  fubjecfl  to  errors  ^  but  of  this  I 
am  certain,  that  I  do  not  err  when  I  fay,  that  my 
view  always  was  to  promote  public  and  private, 
welfare  ;  in  which  laudable  defign  I  have  been 
fruftrated  by  my  perfidious  enemies.  1  hey  are 
perfons  of  note  ^  fome  in  Parliament,  others  in  his 
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Majefly’s  fervice,  and  feme  merchants,  who  have 
powerful  interefl  and  ftrong  protedion.  At  pVe- 
lent,  I  have  not  this  advantage  ;  for  though  I  have 
an  extenllve  accjuaintance  in  the  world  amono-ff 
merchants  of  the  firfli  rank,  Hill  in  my  prelent 
fituation,  I  ftand  as  a  ifranger  on  my  own  ground, 
which  is  1  ruth  alone.  Unable  to  make  my  de¬ 
fence,  or  to  explain  mylelf  properly  in  the  Britifh 
idiom  fo  as  to  expole  my  fiifferings,  which  are  fo 
many  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  iupprefs  a  great 
number  to  abridge  this  narrative ;  however,  I  have 
ftill  a  glimmering  hope  of  obtaining  juftice.  Dieu 
ET  MON  DROIT  is  my  motto  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Britifh  arms,  and  I  will  affert  and  defend  it  to  the 
laft  with  fortitude  and  perfeverance. 

The^  report  made  to  his  Excellency  William 
Franklin,  Efq*,  Governor  of  the  New  Jerfeys,  by 
the  gentlemen,  who,  on  his  Excellency’s  Yequifi- 
tion,  went  to  examine  and  inlped  the  Iron-works 
at  Charlottenburg,  Ringwood,  and  Longpond, 
erefted  by  Peter  Hafenclever,  Efq-,  Thefe  gen-  ■ 
tiCiTien,  wno  made  the  following  report,  were'thc 
Riglit  Honourable  Earl  of  Sterling,  Colonel  John 
Schuyler  who  has  the  famous  Copper-mine,  Major 
Dey  and  Captain  James  Gray,  all  gentlemen  of 
well  knovv^n  capacities  and  honour,  and  concerned 
in  Iron-w"orks  and  Mines,  which  report  was  fent 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Right  Honourable 
Earl  of  Hillfborough. 


In  compliance  with  your  Excellency’s  requeil 
communicated  to  us  by  your  letter  of  the  27th  of 
^ine  laft,  we  proceeded  on  Monday  the  2d 
inftanr,  to  view  the  Iron-works  erefted  by  Peter 
Hafenclever,  Efq;  within  this  province,  and  began 

with 
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with  thofe  of  Charlottenburg  on  the  Weft  branch 
or  Pequanock  river,  which  Is  the  boundary  be¬ 
tween  the  counties  ot  Morris  and  Bergen,  We 
there  found  a  very  fine  blaft  furnace  eredlcd  in 
17675  nearly  finifhed  ;  this  we  think  one 

of  the  beft  pieces  of  work  of  the  kind  we  ever  faw. 
in  America.  The  dams  and  water-ways,  the  caft- 
ing-houfe,  bellows-houfe,  wheel-houfe,  top-houle, 
coal-houle,  &c.  are  all  well  contrived  and  executed, 
in  a  workmanlike  manner  ;  here  are  alfo  a  number' 
of  dwelling-houfes,  ftore-houfes,  work-lhops  and 
ttables  necelTary  and  convenient  to  the  works, 
alfo  a  good  faw*  mill.  This  furnace,  w'hen  in  blaft, 
is  capable  of  making  from.  20  to  25  ton  of  pig-- 
iron  per  week,  and  can  be  work’d  at  a  fmall  ex¬ 
pence,  as  there  is  plenty  of  wood  and  ore  near  at 
hand,  and  need  never  ftop  for  want  of  water  at  any 
feafon  of  the  year.  On  the  fame  ftream,  about  3 
miles  lower,  is  a  very  fine  forge  of  four  fires  and 
two  hamrners  for  converting  pig-iron  into  bar-iron, 
and  is  (according  to  the  information  we  received, 
from  theoverfeer  and  workmen)  capable  of  making 
250  ton  of  bar-iron  yearly  fingle-handed,  and  from 
300  to  350  ton  double-handed.  The  dam  here  is 
upwards  of  20  feet  high,  and  is  remarkably  fub- 
ftantial  and  well  fecured  j  here  are  alfo  the  neceffary 
coal-houfes,  dwelling-houfes,  ftore-houfes,  work- 
fhops  and  ftables'.  About  one  mile  lower  do  wri¬ 
the  ftream,  is  another  forge  of  the  fame  dimenfions 
and  capability  as  the  laft,  with  all  the  necefiary 
buildings  *,  about  half  a  mile ‘lower  down,  is  an^- 
other  faw-mill  capable  of  fawing  1000  feet  of  plank 
per  diem.  '  All  thefe  works  together  are  compre¬ 
hended  under  the  general  name  of  Charlottenburg, 
and,  on  the  whole,  confift  of  one  furnace,  two  dou¬ 
ble  forges,  two  faw-mills,  three  very  large  coal- 
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houfes,  three  blackfmitiis-fhops,  fix  large  frame 
dwelling-houfes  fill’d  with  brick  and  clay,  37  good 
and  comfortable  log-houfes,  befides  a  number  of 
fmaller  houfes  in  the  woods,  for  the  wood-cutters 
and  colliers,  1  his  work  appears  to  us  to  have 
every  natural  conventency  neceflary  to  make  them 
profitable,  and  thele  feem  to  have  been  improved 
with  judgment  and  to  the  beft  advantage.  Every 
part  of  them  is  well  fupphed  with  abundance  of 
excellent  wood  for  coaling ;  they  are  fituated  on 
a  fine  lively  flream,  which,  at  moft  feafons,  is  liif- 
ficient  to  keep  all  the  works  employed ;  and,  in 
times  of  very  great  droughts,  it  is  fo  contrived 
that  the  natural  ftream  may  have  a  fufficient  ad¬ 
dition  of  water  from  two  large  natural  ponds  of 
fome  miles  in  circumference,  called  the  Makapin 
and  Dunken  ponds,  in  which  the  water  is  darn’d 
up,  and  raifed  feveral  feet  about  its  natural  furface, 
and  have  flood-gates  to  let  off  any  quantity  of  wa^ 
ter,  which,  at  any  time,  fhall  be  thought  neceflary 
for  carrying  on  the  works.  The  roads  which  have 
been  made  here,  we  apprehend  have  been  very  ex- 
penfive ;  places,  which  before  were  inaccelTible 
even  to  horfemen  on  account  of  the  fteepnefs  of 
the  rocks  and  mountains,  are  now  good  carriage- 
roads  ;  but  this  expence  was  abfolutely  necelfary 
to  enable  them  to  carry  off  the  iron  to  market,  to 
have  accefs  to  their  woods  and  mines,  and  to  fine 
grain  country,  from  whence  they  are  fupplied  with 
provifions,  and  to  open  a  communication  between 
the  different  works,  - 

From  Charlottenburg  we  proceeded  about  13 
miles  to  Ringwood,  fituate  on  a  more  northerly 
branch  of  Pequanock  river,  which  is  called  Ring- 
wood  river,  and  is  in,  Bergen  county  j  here,  we 
w'ere  told,  was  formerly  the  iron-works  belonging 
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to  a  company  from  whom  Mr.  Hafenclever  pur- 
chared  •,  but  very  little  of  them  remains  now  to  be 
feen,  the  prefent  works  being  entirely  new ;  and 
here  we  found,  firft,  a  blaft  furnace  ot  nearly  the 
fame  dimenfions  with  that  of  Charlottenburg,  and 
capable  of  making  about  the  fame  quantity  of 
pig-iron.  This  furnace  is  not  at  prefent  in  blaft^ 
but  may  foon  be  fo,  as  there  is  nothing  wanting 
but  the  finifhing  of  the  heartn,  which  was  putting 
in.  Within  50  yards  of  this  furnace,  ftands  a  very 
good  forge  of  three  fires  and  two  hammers,  and  a 
Itamping-mill  for  feparating  the  iron  from  the 
cinder,  in  the  old  cinder-bank,  which  we  were  in¬ 
formed  is  a  profitable  work  *,  and  at  about  500 
yards  above  the  furnace  ftands  another  very  fine 
forge  of  four  fires  and  two  hammers,  and  alfo  a 
very  good  faw-mill.  About  half  a  mile  below  the 
f  urnace  is  another  forge  of  two  fires  and  one  ham¬ 
mer,  and  a  very  good  grift-mill  ;  and  about  two 
miles  lower  down  the  fame  ftream  is  alio  another 
forge  of  two  fires  and  one  hammer.  At  each  of 
thefe  forges  and  at  the  furnace,  are  the  neceilary 
coal-houfes  and  dwelling-houfcs  for  the  workmen, 
and. near  the  furnace  is- a  large  dwelling-houie  for 
the  manager  or  chief  clerk,  alfo  a  new  brick  houfe 
for  a  (lore,  &c.  a  large  ftone  bake-houfe  and  ovens, 
and  for  various  other  ufes.  Eight  frame-houles, 
four  log-houfes,  four  barracks,  two  blackfmiths 
fhops,  one  powder  magazine,  one  large  horfe  fta- 
ble,  and  carpenters  fhop,  befides  16  other  ^log- 
houfes  in  the  woods  for  wood-cutters  and  coiners. 
The  furnace  at  this  place,  as  well  as  that  at  Char¬ 
lottenburg,  is  capable  of  making  from  20  to  25 
tons  of  pig-iron  per  week  wlfile  in  blaft,  which 
may  with  good  management  be  at  leaft  nine  rnonfliS 
in  the  year.  I'he  forges,  like  thole  of  Charlotten- 
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burg,  are  capable  of  making  yearly  250  ton  of 
bar-iron  lingle-handcd,  or  300  to  350  ton  double- 
handed,  at  each  four  fires^  of  which,  there  are  in 
all  eleven.  Thefe  works  formerly  were  liable  in 

in  want  of  v/ater,  fo  that  it  has 
fomenmes  happened,  that  the  works  were  obliged 
to  Ihnd  ftill  tor  feveral  weeks  at  the  beft  feafoifof 
the  yeai  for  working  ;  but  tliis  defeft  is  now  en¬ 
tirely  remedied  by  an  immenle  refervoir,  in  which 
the  water  is  GollecT:ed  in  the  rainy,  feafons,  and  let 
oft  in  the  dry  feafons,  in  luch  .proportions  as  is 
iound  necefiary  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  the 
natural  ftream  of  the  Ringwood  river.  This  re- 
leivoir  is  a  pond,  called  Toxito  Pond,  is  about 
three  miles  long  and  near  a  mile  broad,  it  formerly 
emptied  itfelf  into  the  Ramapogh  river,  but  by  an 
immenfedam  of  860  feet  long,  and  from  12  to  22 
hjgh.  T.  he  natural  outlet  is  ftop’d  up,  and  the 
water  railed  to  fuch  a  height  as  to  take  its  courfe 
with  a  head  of  10  feet  high  into  a  long  new  canal 
W'hich  condufts  it  into  the  Ringwood  river.  When 
Mr.  Hafencleverpnrchafed  the  ruins  of  Ringwood 
works,  there  was,  to  ail  appearance,  plenty  of  good 
Iron-  ore  in  feveral  places ;  within  a  mile  or  two  of 
the  furnace,  feveral  others  have  fince  been  difeo- 
ver’d,  fome  of  them  have  fince  work’d  out,  fome 
prov’d  coldfhear,  others  have  abounded  too  much 
in  fulphur  or  copper,  or  had  other  qualities  which 
rendered  the  goodnefs  of  the  Iron  dubious.  But 
all  doubt  as  to  the  quality  or  quantiry  of  ore  is  now 
removed  by  draining  the  Peter’s  nriinc,  which  was 
overflown  —  by  the  difeovery  of  another  mine,  which 
was  firfi:  made  in  July  ^7675  ou  Wales  Mountain^ 
^bout  one  mile  and  a  half  wellward'  from  the  fur¬ 
nace,  and  fince  called  the  Good  Hope  Mine.  It 
has  been  opened  in  five  different  places  on  the  fame 

cuurfe. 
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tourfe^  and  already  Ihews  the  extent  of  the  vein 
for  near  a  mile  in  length,  and,  in  fome  places,  14 

feet  in  breadth.  The  quality  of  it  we  faw  tried  at  .  ’ 

the  Longpond  works,  where  it  made  a  fine  tough  \ 

bar-iron.  The  works  at  Ringwood  can  never  fail 
for  want  of  coal,  as  there  are  many  thoufand  of 
acres  of  excellent  wood'  land  in  fight,  of  them, 

within  a  circle  of  two  miles  round.'  The  woods,  ■ 

if  cut  regular  and  clean,  will  grow  fafter  than  they 
can  have  occafion  to  ufe  it. 

The  making  of  the  roads  about  Ringwood  muft 
have  been  attended  with  great  labour  and  expence, 
as  there  are  very  confiderable  ones  over  rough, 
rocky  mountains  to  the  ore,  beds  and  coal  grounds, 
befides  others  for  bringing  provifions  to  the  works 
of  feveral  miles  in  extent,  which,  in  fome  places, 
through  fwamps  and  over  brooks  have  confiderable 
bridges  of  timber. 

From  Ringwood  we  proceeded  three  miles  and 
an  half  South  weftward  to  the  Longpond  works, 
which  are  fituated  on  a  ftream,  which  iffues  out  of 
the  Longpond  and  falls  into  Ringwood  river  about 
four  miles  below  the  furnace.  The  Longpond  is 
about  fix  miles  in  length,  and  near  two  miles  in 
breadth,  Acrofs  the  outlet  or  mouth  of  it,  is  a 
dam  of  200  feet  in  length  and  above  five  feet  in 
height,  by  which  the  water  is  raifed  about  four 
feet  above  its  former  natural  level,  and  the  pond 
is  now  a  never-failing  refource  of  water  for  the 
fupply  of  the  works  below  in  the  dryeft  feafon  of 
the  year.  The  Longpond  works  are  about  two^ 
miles  below  the  outlet  of  the  pond,  and  confifts  of 
a  blaft  furnace,  much  like  that  at  Charlottenburg, 
is  nowm  blall,  and  is  capable  of  making  from  20 
to  25  ton  of  pig-iron  per  week,  and  of  a  very  fine 
forge  of  lour  hies  and  two  hammers,  and  is  capable  i 
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of  making  as  much  bar-iron  as  either  of  thofe  si 
Charlottenburg.  fhere  is  alfo  a  very  good  faw> 
mill ;  the  other  buildings  are  two  large  coal-houfes 
three  fram’d  dwelling-houfes,  fix  log-houfes,  one 
llorc-houle,  one  hork-llable,  and  one  blackfmiths 
iliop,  befides  fmaller  houfes  in  the  woods  for  the 
coiiieis,  &c.  The  fuimace  here  is  now  fuuplied 
with  ore  from  the  Good  Hope  Mine,  at  three  miles 
diltance,  of  which  it  makes  excellent  Iron.  There 
are  other  mines  nearer  to  the  works,  but  they  can¬ 
not  as  yet  be  depended  on.  The  roads  about 
Longpond  works,  like  thofe  at  the  other  before- 
mentioned  places,  have  been  attended  with  much 
expence  and  labour  j  as  there  w'as  a  necefTity  of 
canying  them  in  fome  places  along  the  fides  of 
locky  mountains,  and  in  others  thro’  deep  fwamps 
and  gullcys,  which  could  not  be  rendei’d  paffable 
but  by  bridging  them  with  timber. 

We  have  now  finiflied  the  furvey  of  the  works 
eredled  by  Mr.  Hajenclever  within  this  province^ 
lb  far  as  they  have  been  fhewn  to  us.  We  fhall 
iubjoin  a  (ketch  of  the  fituation  of  ^the  works  in 
order  that  your  Excellency  may  the  better  under- 
ftand  our  delcription  of  them,  and  alfo  a  general 
table  of  particulars,  by  which  the  whole  may  be 
leen  at  one  view.  ■  And  we  would  here  beg  leave 
to  remark.  That  we  think  that  Mr.  Hafenclever 
has  made  feveral  very  great  improvements  in  the 
Iron-works  under  his  diredlion.  He  is  the  firfl 
perlon  that  we  know  of,  who  has  fo  greatly  im¬ 
prov’d  the  ufe  of  the  great  natural  ponds  of  this 
country,  as  by  darning  them  to  fecure  refervoirs  of 
water  lor  the  ufe  of  the  Iron- works  in  the  dry 
feafon,  without  which  the  beft  ftreams  are  liable  to 
fail  in  the  great  droughts  we  are  fubjedt  to.  He 
is  alfo  the  lirll  we  know  of,  who  jias  rendered  the 
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old  cinder-beds  of  forges  and  furnaces  ufeful  and 
profitable  ;  for  at  Ringwood  he  has  erected  a 
itamping-inill  to  feparate  the  wafte  Iron  from  the 
cinder,  by  which  means  fome  hundred  tons  of 
fmall  Iron  have  and  may  be  obtained,  which  is  as 
good  as  the  bell  pig-iron.  He  has  alfo  made  a 
great  improvement  in  the  conftruftion  of  the  fur¬ 
naces,  by  building  the  in-walls  of  (late,  which  by 
the  experience  we  have  already  had  of  it,  will,  in 
all  probability,  laft  many  years  *,  whereas  the  ftones 
commonly  made  ufe  of  for  that  purpofe,  feldom 
flood  longer  than  a  year  or  two,  and  would  often 
fail  in  the  middle  of  a  blaft. - Another  improve¬ 

ment  worth  attention,  we  think,  is  the  building 
the  flack  of  the  furnace  under  roof,  fo  as  to  flielter 
them  entirely  from  wind  and  water.  The  forges 
are  alfo  greatly  improv’d  by  the' wheels  being  all 
made  ovcrlhot,  and  the  hammer  wheel  fhafts  being 
arm’d  with  ftrong  caft  iron  rings,  whofe  arms  ferve 
as  cogs  to  lift  the  hammer-handle, — thefe  are  alfo 
new  contrivances,  at  leaft  they  are  new  in  America. 
Mr.  Hafenclever,  has,  in  feveral  places,  clear’d  and 
made  fome  extenfive  pieces  of  meadows,  which, 
when  in  order,  will  yield  at  lead  two  tons  of  good 
hay  yearly  per  acre,  and  muft  be  of  great  ufe  in 
fupplying  the  working  cattle,  belonging  to  the 
works,  with  fodder,  efpecially  as  there  is  little  of 
the  upland  near  the  works  fit  for  raifingxorn,  or 
any  kind  of  Winter  fodder. 

On  the  whole,  it  is  a  matter  of  furprize  to  us 
to  fee  fuch  a  number  of  great  works  of  various 
kinds  at  different  places,  executed  in  fo  complete 
and  mafterly  a  manner  under  the  direction  of  one 
perfon,  in  a  new  uninhabited  country,  within  the 
Ihort  fpace  of  time  that  has  elapfed  fince  Mr.  Ha¬ 
fenclever  firft  began  them  *,  and  we  mufl  here  ob- 

ferve, 


h 


i 


1 

i' 


_ 


(  7^  ) 

iervc,  that  the  buildings,  of  all  kinds,  feem  to  us 
to  be  commodioully  contrived,  ail  of  them  ufeful, 
and  none  of  them  uanecellaiy. 

Mr.  Humfray,  the  prefent  manager,  and  the 
under  managers,  on  being  afked  of  us  whether  they 
thought  any  of  them  fuperfluous,  declared  that 
they  knew  of  none  that  could  be  fpared. 

We  are  your  Excellency’s 

Moft  humble  Servants, 
(Sign’d)  Stirling 

James  Grey 
Newark^  Tuines  Dev 

the  cf  July ^  John  Schuyler. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Governor  of 
New  York,  has  alfo  fent  the  general  fummary  to 
Lord  Hilllboroiigh,  and  affirm’d,  that  he  'had  fent 
four  gentlemen  of  honour  and  character  to  infpedt 
the  works,  and  that  they  were  fuch  as  has  been 
here  defcribed. 

A  general  table  of  the  buildings  at  Char* 
lottenburg,  Ringwood,  and  Longpond,  of  which 
mention  is  made  in  this  report,  is  ftated  at  folio 
6  and  y  •  •  > 

A  fketch  or  map  of  the  fituation  of  the  works 
has  not  been  added,  as  it  was  found  top  ex- 
pcnfive. 
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According  to  the  preceding  calculation  a 
ton  of  pig-iron  would  coft  at  the  furnace  in  Ame- 


rica  — ■ —  - -  /.  I 

8 

3 

Tranfport  to  New- York,  fliipping,  j 
freight  to  London,  and  charges  > 

V 

0 

5 

.  there.  • — —  —  J 

•• 

4 

8 

8 

A  ton  of  pig-iron  fold  in  England  l 

ij6a  at  7  1.  fterl,  is  profit  per  ton  3 

1  ^ 

J  1 

4 

7 

0 

0 

1 

According  to  the  fame  calculation  a  ] 
ton  of  bar-iron  coft  -  j 

5 

lOl- 

Tranfport  to  New  York,  fhipping,  ^ 

) 

freight  to  London,  and  charges  j 

[  3 

I  I 

li 

there  ' —  - 

9 

17 

0 

Aton  of  bar-iron  fold  i764ati7l.  los.  < 

1 7 

13 

0 

fterl,  in  London,  profit  per  ton  \ 

17 

10 

0 

After  my  arrrival  in  America,  I  found  the  feveral 
advantages  of  wood,  ore  and  water  ;  and  that  land, 
which  had  all  thefe  materials  upon  it,  could  be 
purchafed  at  an  eafy  rate,  or,  if  vacant,  be  ac¬ 
quired  by  patent  :  thus,  being  morally  fure  of  a 
great  profit,  I  laid  my  plan  to  build  5  furnaces, 
7  forges  with  12  hammers,  and  23  fires.  In  a 
country,  where  the  ore  is  fo  rich  that  each  fur¬ 
nace  could  make  700  pig-iron  per  annum,  in  all 
3500  ton,  and  23  fires  could,  with  cafe,  make  1250 
ton  of  bar-iron  per  annum,  which  quantity  would 

require 
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require.  1875  ton  of  pig-iron;  fo  there  remained 
a  kirplus  of  1625  of  pig-iron,  at  2I.  ns.  4d. 
profit  per  ton,  which  amounts  to  £.  4170  16  8 

1250  ton  of  bar-iron  at  7  1.  13  s.  / 

Iterl.  profit  per  ton  - - -  ^  o 


Total  profit  —  ^2^733  6  8 

i^ccording  to  my  calculation,  the  ereflion  of 
the  above-mentioned- buildings,  tranfport  of  peo¬ 
ple,  purchafe  of  land,  cattle  and  implements,  would 
coil  from  35,000  to  40,000!.  and,  upon  this  fum, 
fender  a  profit  of  from  34  to  39  per  cent,  but  as 
fuch  extenfive  undertakings  are  liable  to  a  thou- 
land  accidents,  I  deduced  3733 1.  6  s.  8  d.  for 
fuch  accidents  as  might  happen.  Still  there  re¬ 
mained  10,000  1.  profit,  and  about  25  per  cent, 
intereft  per  annum  on  the  capital  of  40,000  I.  I 
completely  built  4  furnaces,  12  hammers,  with' 
23  fires,  and  began  to  build  the  5th  furnace  in  the 
Highlands,  40  miles  above  New  York  on  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  North  River,  whe're  we  difcovered  fix 
Iron  mines.  Heaps  of  fine  Iron-ore  lay  on  the 
lurface  of  the  earth,  and  there  never  was  a  finer 
profpeft  for  fuccefs  ;  but  after  the  Miners  had 
work’d  a  while,  fome  of  the  mines  which  produced 
excellent  ore  vanilhed,  other  mines  .turned  out 
fulphureous,  copperifh,  coldfliear,  full  of  mundic 
and  arfenical  matters,  fo  that  the  ore  could  not  be 
made  ufe  of ;  thefe  circumftances  might  appear 
incredible  if  the  places  could  not  be  fhewn.  In 
ihorkthe  appearance  was  fo  certain  that  we  began 
to  build  a  dam  for  a  great  refervoir  and  fome  log- 
houfcs ;  we  cut  coal  wood,  and  made  an  expenfive 
road,  which,  after  all,  we  were  obliged  to  abandon. 


(  79  ) 

atid  the  fame  misfortune  happened  at  Cortland 
furnace.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  branch  of  bufinefs 
in  the  world  fo  fubjed  to  difappointment  as  mines ; 
fometimes  figns  of  the  greateft  riches  appear  as 
infallible,  and,  in  afhortcime,  all  difappears  again* 
.The  accidents  I  encountered,  and  the  anxiety  and 
vexation  I  fuffered,  on  account  of  the  mines,  are 
beyond  defcription  :  thefe  difappointments,  and 
the  damages  occafioneJ  by  the  floods,  were  loflTes, 
which,  in  their'  confequences,  doubled  the  ex- 
pences. 

As  in  the  report  of  the  Iron-works,  mention  is 
made  of  a  ftamping-mill,  by  which  means  Iron  is 
extradted  out  of  the  old  furnace  cinders,  here  I  fhall 
give  an  account  of  the  expence  of  4  ton,  i  ct* 
2  qrs.  of  cinder  bar-iron,  which  I  had  made  at 
Ringwood  immediately  after  my  return  in  Ame¬ 
rica  1767,  to  fhew  the  advantage  which  this  me¬ 
thod  of  working  produces.  For  the  above  quan¬ 
tity  we  took 

Three  one-half  ton  of  cinder-iron  at  j 

I  1.  10  s.  N.Y.  c.  per  ton  -  -  3  ^  5  0 

Five  ton  of  old  forge  cinders  at  1 1.  7 

°  t  o  o 

per  ton  -  - 

Twenty-one  three-quarters  load  of  ^ 

charcoal  of  96  bufhels  per  load,  f  21  15  o 

'  at  20  s.  -  —  3 

Forgemens  wages  per  ton  5  1.  14s.  23  3  ii 

N.  Y.  c.  £>55  3 

N.  B.  The  working  of  this  Iron  being  more 
tedious,  the  forgemen  have  more  wages  one- 
third  per  ton  than  for  the  common  bar-iron, 
55  1.  3  s.  1 1  d  reduced  at  180  per  cent,  is 
1.  13  s.  4  d.  ftcrl.  per  4  ton,  i  cc.  2  qrs. 

One 
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(  So  ) 


One  ton  of  cindcr-iron  coft  at  the 


£■  s.  d. 


forge 


10 


Tranlport  to  New  York^  freight 


per  ton 


toLondon,  and  charges  there 


3  II 


I  4 


Thus  in  London  a  ton  of  cinder  j 
bar-iron,  free  from  all  charges^  [■ 


1 1 


8 


There  is,  perhaps,  no  better  Iron  in  the  world 
than  this  cinder-iron,  particularly  for  the  ufe  of 
'  waggon-tire,  plough-fhares  and  implements  for 
hufbandiy  \  it  is  tough,  and  almofl  as  hard  as 
fteel. 

This  method  of  making  bar-iron  Was  not  known  • 
before  my  arrival  in  America,  nor  in  England, 
’till  a  year  ago,,  when  Mr. ‘Thomas' Jordan,  who 
\vas  one  of  the  Managers  on  my  Iron-works  in 
America,  returned  to  England  and  built  a  ftamp- 
ing-mill,  and  rnanufa6l:ured  this  fort  of  Iron  in 
Staffordfhire.  By  introducing  this  method^  of  . 
working,  fome  thoufand  tons  of  Iron  may  be  ex- 
trafted  from  the  old  furnace  cinders,  and,  with  the^ 
addition  of  the  rejected  old  forge  cinders,  may 
.make  good  bar-iron. 

I  (half  now  proceed  .  to  give  an  account  how 
much  a  ton' of  pig  and  bar^iron  coft  at  the  Arne- 
rican  expences. 
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1  have  ftated  only  3  ton  of  pig-iton  per  day,  tho^ 
on  the  Charlottenbiirg  furnace  which  I  built  after 
niy  own  plan,  28  ton  of  pig-iron  were  made  per 
week,  which  is  4  ton  per  day.  The  Hibernia  fur¬ 
nace  at  7  miles  diftance,  which  ufed  ore  of  the  fame 
mine,  made  only  about  17  ton  a  week.  So  much 
does  the  fuccefs  depend  on  a  good  furnace,  and  an 
experienced,  able  founder ! 

Expences  to  reduce  3  Ton  of  Pig-iron  into  2  Ton 

of  Bar-iron. 


To  3  ton  of  pig-iron,  —  —  —  M  7 

Nine  load  of  coal,  at  96  bufhels  per 
load,  at  20  s.  -r- —  — 

Eorgemens  wages  at  4I.  5  s.  per  ton  8  10 
Salaries  and  reparation  of  buildings  I  g  q 

and  roads,  at  3  1.  per  ton,  — — -  3 

Tranfport  to  New  York  and  fhipping, 
per  ton  1 1.  10  s.  —  — 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


Two  ton  of  bar-iron  rendered  on  board  1  ^ 

the  fhip  at  New  York,  coft  N.Y.  c.^  3^ 


Reduced  at  iSoper  cent.  23I.  5s.  fieri. 


per  ton 


Freight  from  New  York  to  London, 


at  1 1.  10  s.  per  ton 


Commiffion,  infurance  and  charges  in 


London 


II 12 


I  10  o 


A  ton  of  Arnerican  bar-iron' rendered 
in  London,  coll  —  - - 


\ 

1^4  5  7 


In  1764,  a  ton  of  bar-iron  was  fold  in  ^ 

London  at  17  1.  10  s.  Profit  per  v  345 

ton  ‘  ^ - 
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Thefe  accidents  were  impofTible  for  me  to  fore¬ 
fee  in  England.  I  calculated  on  the  German  wages, 
and  American  advantages,  in  refpeft  to  the  cheap- 
nefs  ofwood  and  richnels  ot  the  ore.  The  difference 
ot  the  quality  of  the  coal  could  not  be  well  ob- 
ferved  in  the  beginning  *,  I  had  bought  charcoal 
with  the  old  decayed  work  though  my  people 
obferved  the  bad  quality,  ftill  they  attributed  it  to 
the  charing,  and  more  than  a  year  paffed  before  the 
real  caufe  was  difeovered,  which  was  when  they  had 
made  coal  themfelves,  and  then  it  was  firft  found 
that  it  proceeded  from  the  weak  nefs  of  the  wood — 
an  accident  which  was  invifible  and  irremediable. 

I  cannot  here  omit  to  mention,  that  Colonel 
Ford  at  Morris  Town,  (one  of  the  firft  adventurers 
in  Bloomery  Iron- works)  told  me,  that  he  had 
obferved  that  the  weakneis  of  the  wood  proceeded 
from  its  age  *,  that  the  Savages  formerly  fired  the 
woods  to  hunt  the  Deer,  by  which  the  roots  of  the 
trees  were  damaged  but  he  had  found  by  expe¬ 
rience,  that  the  woods  which  had  been  cut  i8  years 
ago,  and  now  grown  up  again,  were  much  ftronger 
as  to  require  ^  to  ^  lefs  coal  than  the  old  wood. 

This  dilcoverv  muft  give  pleafure  to  every  Bri¬ 
ton  who  is  a  weli-wifher  to  the  American  Colonies, 
fince  it  evidently  fhew^s,  that,  in  time,  when  the 
woods  grow  up  again  *,  when  the  country  is  more 
populous,  and  the  wages  cheaper,  that  then  they 
will  make  Iron  as  cheap  in  America  as  they  do 
now  in  Europe. 

The  Iron-works  in  America  muft,  in  time,  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  moft  Important  branches  of  the 
American  trade,  and  may  perhaps  deferve  the  moft 
ferious  attention  of  government  even  to  the  al¬ 
lowing  a  confiderable  bounty  on  the  American 
bar-iron,  for  which  I  think  I  can  give  folid  reafon§. 

Nature 
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Nature  has  provided  the  Northern  Colonies  (which 
have  not  the  advantage  of  the  Southern  mild  cli¬ 
mate  and  produdls)  with  rich  Iron  mines,  abund¬ 
ance  of  wood  and  water,  and  a  bufinefs  better 
adapted  in  a  cold  than  warm  climate ;  the  people 
employed  in  the  Iron  manufadtures  are  numerous, 
expofed  to  the  inclemency  of  all  elements,  and, 
therefore,  confume  a  vaft  quantity  of  Englifh 
woollen,  goods  for  their  cloathing,  and  their  em¬ 
ployment  does  not  permit  them  to  make  fluffs  for 
their  own  ufe. 

I  have  fliewn  the  caufes  why  the  American  Iron 
turns  out  fo  dear,  and  likewife  that  time  alone  will 
remove  the  prefent  obflacles ;  but  as  my  life  was 
too  far  fpent  to  wait  for  that  period  ;  and  wifliing 
to  reap  the  advantages  I  expefted  to  enjoy  at  my 
firfl  outfet,  I  had  recourfe  to  experience  and  in- 
duflry.  I  made  a  calculation  of  the  expences  of 
a  fleel  manufadlory,  which  demonflrated  a  great 
profit :  one  of  my  workmen  underflood  fomething- 
of  making  German  Steel  ;  he  tried  the  ore,  and 
made  good  fleel,  and' it  was  acknowledged  to  be 
fo  in  America.  I  carried  fome  with  me  to  Lon¬ 
don,  had  it  tried,  and  it  was  deemed  of  an  excellent 
quality.  Thus  was  I  fure  of  having  recovered  my 
above-mentioned  lofs,  and  that  the  profits  on  this 
article  would  not  only  amount  to,  but  greatly  ex¬ 
ceed  my  firfl  calculated  advantages,  and  if  con¬ 
duced  with  prudence  and  fuccefs,  might  produce 
an  annual  profit  of  from  £,  10, coo  to  20,000  flerl. 
as  the  annexed  account,  which  is  effeCive,  clearly 
fhews, 

I  propofed  this  change  of  manufaCure  to  my 
copartners,  the  American  Company,  when  I  was  in 
London  in  1767*,  they  were  pleafed  with  it,  fincc 
we  wanted,  without  any  new  additional  expence, 

only 
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only  three  or  four  experienced  Steel-fmiths.  which 
are  very  difficult  to  obtain  :  however,  they  re- 
'  quefted  me  to  procure  lome  of  thefe  valuable  ar- 
tifts  ;  I  lucceeded,  and  engaged  three  to  come  to 
America  j  but  before  thefe  men  had  left  Germany, 
the  American  Company,  (or  rather  I  may  fay  their 
Truftees,  tor  none  of  the  otlier  partners  found 
fault  with  me)  perfidioufly  fufpended  me  from  all 
tranfadtions  in  the  American  Company’s  affairs, 
which  obliged  me  to  abandon  the  whole  enterprifc, 
and  to  countermand  thefe  real  valuable  men.  By 
which  a  valuable  branch  of  trade  was  loft,  to  the 
detriment  of  our  Hardware  Manufacturers,  and,  I 
may  fay,  to  that  of  the  whole  Britifli  Nation. 
Eftective  Account  how  much  a  Ton  of  German 
Steel  manufaftured  from  Pig-iron,  and  after¬ 
wards,  by  a  fecond  Progreffion,  refined  into 
fuperfine  Steel,  cofts  in  Germany. 

Rix-drs.  xtrs, 

3500 ib.  of  pig-iron,  at  rix-drs.  21  per) 

100  lb.  - -  - -  45 

Produce  17 1  mife  of  raw  fteel,'at  140  lb. 
per  mife,  Forgemens  wages  45  xtrs. 

per  mife  —  - - 

12  i  load  of  charcoal  at  45  bufiiels,  at 
rix-drs.  2  4  lc)ad  — —  — 

3500 lb.  pig-iron  produces  2450  raw.' 

fteel,  which  coft  —  • — —  ^ 

Expence  to  refine  2450  lb.  of  raw  Steel,  produce 

2240  lb. 

Forgemens  wages  from  17  4  mife,  at  ^  ^  ^  . 

45  xtrs.  per  mife -  —  { 

35  eymer  of  fea  coal,  at  35  xtr.  per  eyr.  13  55 
Salaries,  reparation  of  buildings  and  7  ^ 

mending  roads  per  ton,  -  3 _ ^ _ 

Reduced  at  6  rix-drs.  per  20s.  fterl.coft?  ^ 

a  ton  of  refined  fteel,  24l.2s.11d.  3 

Expence 


i 
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Expence  to  maniifafture  a  Ton  of  raw  fteel  in 
America,  and  refine  it  in  England. 


1 1  Ton  of  pig-iron  at  2  1.  15  s.  fieri. } 

per  ton  -  -  j 

Forgemens  wages  at  2  s.  per  100  lb. 
10  load  of  charcoal  96  bufhels,  at  1  is.  j 
fieri,  per  load 


Salaries,  reparation  of  buildings  and 
roads  per  ton  —  — : — 

Tranfport  to  New  York,  freight  to; 

London,  and  expences  in  London  ^ 
2450  lb.  raw  fleel  cofl,  free  from  all  7 
charges  in  London  . . — -  ^ 

2450  lb.  of  raw  fteel  produces  2240  ? 

of  refin’d  fteel,  and  coll  -  > 

Forgemens  wages,  at  2  s.  per  100  lb. 

Ss:a  coal,  per  ton  — ^ —  - - * 

Salaries  and  reparation  of  building  - 
Tranfport  to  the  refinery,  and  back  7 
to  London,  and  other  charges  S 


A  ton  of  refined  fteel  fells  in  London 
on  an  average  from  42  1.  to  50 1. 
which  brings  a  ton  to  46  1.  re¬ 
mains  profit  per  ton 
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N.  B.  The  value  of  the  Rix-dollar  varies  in  Germany,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  different  principalities. 

The  forges  which  I  have  built  could  have  made 
1200  ton  of  raw  fleel  per  ann.  which  would  have 
produced  980  ton  of  refined  Heel,  and  confequently 
a  profit  of  20,580  1.  fieri.  All  the  fleel,  fince  the 

American 
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American  Company  had  no  refineries,  eould  have; 
been  refined  in  England  at  the  above-mentioned 
expenccs  1  will  even  fuppofe  that  we  had  been 
obliged  to  pay  2  1.  10  s.  per  ton  more,  ftill  there 
would  have  been  18,130  h  profi'’,  and  if  the  raw 
ileel  had  been  fold  at  30 1.  per  ton,  that  would 
have  produced  a  profit  of  14,400 1.  fieri,  pea  ann. 

The  preceding  account  of  the  fteel  manufadure 
llaews  of  what  advantage  this  branch  would  have 
been  to  the  proprietors,  and  to  Great  Britain  and 
that  I  may  not  be  impeached  of  rating  matters 
under  their  value  in  refped  to  their  coll,  or  above 
their  value  in  refped  to  the  price,  or  in  regard  to 
the  quantity,  which  may  be  lefs,  I  will  dedud  a 
third  for  all  accidents  which  may  happen,  or  even 
one-half,  and  yet,  at  this  rate,  this  manufadory 
would  have  produced  great  interell  for  the  mo¬ 
ney  expended  •,  and  that  all  my  accounts  are  real 
and  not  fiditious  I  can  prove  by  fads. 

I  had  laid  a  plan  to  fiote  the  coal  wood  from  8 
to  10  miles  diflance,  by  the  lakes,  rivers  and  ca¬ 
nals  to  the  furnaces  and  forges,  by  which  a  great 
expence  of  cartage  would  have  been  faved,  and 
the  coal  would  have  been  much  bettei .  Tfhis  me¬ 
thod  is  pradiled  in  many  places  in  Spain,  Ger¬ 
many  and  Sweden  •,  and  as  the  cold  weather  in 
Winter  very  often  freezes  the  works  for  fix  weeks 
or  two  months,  I  intended  to  perfue  the  Swedilh 
plan  to  prevent  the  works  from  freezing,  by  which 
fo  much  time  would  have  been  gained  •,  but  the 
fucceeding  managers  being  ignorant  of  thefe  ope¬ 
rations,  all  this  good  work  was  not  accomplilhed ; 
iXThat  can  on°  expcft  from  hirelings  at  3000 
miles  diflance  from  the  eye  of  the  mailer  ? 

I  fhall  now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  the 
expenfive  produce  of  a  Pearl-afh  Manufadory  on 
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the  Mohawk  River,  as  1  found  it  on  examination 
ift  the  month  of  Oftober  1767  ;  according  to 
which,  to  make  2  ton  of  pearl-afli  would  require 
800'  bufliel  of  wood-afhes,  at  is.  N.  Y.  c.  per 

bufhel  -  -  £•4^’^  o  o 

Firewood  to  boil  the  lyes  for  2  ton 


of  Pearl-afhes 


} 


3  o 


2  „i4  o 


I  12  o 


3  10  o 


Three  men  for  a  week  at  3  s.  wages } 

per  day  ‘  -  -  3 

Barrels  and  packing,  at  i6s.  per  ton 
Salaries,  utenfils  and  reparation  of? 

buildings,  at  1 1.  15  s.  per  ton  ^ 
Tranfport  to  New  Yotk,  and  fhip*? 

ping,  at  4 1.  per  ton  —  —  3 

Two  ton  of  pearl-afhes  rendered  on  7 

board  the  fhip  at  New  York,  coft  ^  58  i6 


8 


o 


o 


N.  Y.  c. 


58  1.  16  s.  reduced  at  180  per  cent.  7  , 

is  32  1.  13  s.  4d.  per  ton,  fterl.  J 
Freight  from  New  York  to  London,  1 

and  commilhon,  infurance  and  ?  4  19 

charges  -  —  7 - - 


8 


4 


A  ton  of  pearl-afhes  fold  1764,  on 


21 


o 


an  average,  at  40 1.  per 
Profit  per  ton  - 


on^ 
ton.  > 


19  14  o 


40  o  o 


Expences  to  cultivate  an  Acre  of  Wheat  in  the 

Province  of  New  Jerfey. 

Plowing  an  acre  3  times  at  5  s.  each  £.015  o 

Once  harrowing  an  acre  5  s.  - -  050 

I  -i  bufhel  of  feed  at  5  s.  per  bufhel  076 
Mowing,  houfing,  thrafhing,  cleanino; 
and  carrying  to  market 

N.  Y.  c.  2 
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An  acre  of  middling  good  land  may  s.  d. 
produce  from  10  to  14  bufhels,  and 
on  an  average  12  buflids,  which  2  2  6 

cofts  a  gentleman  who  pays  all  ex- 


pences  -  -  j 

And,  on  an  average,  he  may  fell  1 
the  bufhel  at  5  s.  which  is  3I.  f  o  17  6 


profit 


300 


I 


By  this  account  we  find  that  a  gentleman  farmer 
in  America  makes  but  a  fmall  advantage  by  cul¬ 
tivating  wheat. 

It  is  true,  new  land  produces  from  20  to  30 
bulhels  an  acre,  and  was  the  land  well  manured  it 
might  produce  above  25  bufhels  of  wheat.  This 
little  fketch,  however,  fliews,  that  were  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  to  pay  a  land-tax  at  prefent,  they  would  not 
be  able  to  fubfift,  and  I  have  reckoned  nothing  for 


fmall  expences,  unforefeen  accidents,  and  fterile 
years,  which  are,  however,  an  objeft  of  confidera- 
tion  ;  but  as  they  plant  India  corn,  it  very  feldom 
happens  that  both  crops  fail,  and  generally  have 
one  good  crop  either  of  wheat  or  India  corn. 


N.  B.  The  farms  in  America,  of  arable  land,  are 
dill  fmall,  and  the  produce  in  proportion. 
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Account  of  the  Expences  to  raife  a  Ton  of  Flax 
in  America  fit  for  Exportation,  which  requires 
lO  Acres  of  Land. 


Plowing  10  acres  twice,  at  5  s.  per  acre 

5 

0 

0 

20  bufhels  of  feed  at  48.^  6'd.  per  bufhel 

4 

10 

0 

Harrowing  lo  acres  at  5  s.  per  acre  - 

2 

10 

0 

Pulling  flax  on  10  acres,  at  7  s  per  acre 

3 

10 

0 

Watering  and  drying  the  flax  from  101 

10 

0 

acres,  at  7  s.  per  acre  -  —  J 

Breaking  and  fwindling,  fuppofingi 

each  acre  produces  224  lb.  fwindled  > 

28 

0 

0 

flax,  at  3  d.  per  lb.,  is  per  ton  —  J 

Tranfport  from  the  Mohawk  river  to  7 

»  j4_ 

0 

0 

New  York,  and  fhipping  -  S 

A  ton  of  fwindled  flax  rendered  on  a 
board  the  Ihip  at  New  York  at  180  >28 
per  cent,  coft  fieri.  - -  —  ^ 

Freight  from  America  to  London,  and  a 

commilTion,  infurance,  and  charges  >419  4 

in  London  —  •  ■  ^ - 

33  6 

A  ton  of  fwindled  flax  is  fold  in  Lon-  j  ' 
don,  at  -  -  r° 

Profit 

An  acre  produces,  on  an  average,  6 
bufhels  of  flax-feed,  amounts  on  10 
acres,  60  bufhels,  at  4  s.  6d.  per 
bufhel,is  13I.  10s.  N.Y.c.  &c.  fterl. 

Bounty  in  London  per  ton  — — 

At  the  exorbitant  high  American  wages?  ^ 

profit  i 


renders' a  ton. 
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Account  of  the  Expences  of  raifing  a  Ton  of 
Heinp  in  America  fit  for  Exportation,  which 
requires  3  Acres.  d. 

3  acres  3  times  ploughing,  at  5  s.  each? 

time  per  acre  —  _ _  \  ^  ^  ^ 

9  bufhels  of  feed  at  4s.  a  bufhel  -  i  16  o 

Harrowing  3  acres,  at  5  s.  per  acre  -  015  o 

Pulling  3  acres  of  hemp,  at  los.  per? 
acre  —  —  ^ 

Watering  and  drying,  at  1 1.  4s.  peri 
acre  —  - —  ^  3  ^2 

Breaking  and  fwindling,  at  6  s.  per 5  ^ 

100  lb.  is  per  ton  —  —  ^00 

Tranfport  to  New  York,  and  fliipping 
charges  —  — 


1  10 


A  ton  o£  fwindled  hemp  rendered  on 
board  at  New  York,  at  180  per 
cent,  coft  fieri.  —  — 

Frdght  from  New  York  to  London, 
commiflion,  infurance,  and  charges 
there  per  ton  —  — 


20  bufhels  of  hemp-feed,  at  4  s.  per 

bulhel  —  . . . . . 

Bounty  61.  fieri,  per  ton  — 

Profit  per  ton 


o 

o 

o 

o 


20 

16 

0 

1 1 

1  I 

1 

4 

19 

4 

16 

10 

5 

26 

0 

0 

9 

9 

7 

4 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

19 

9 

7 

We  mufl  here  obferve  that  the  culture  of  hemp 
is  more  profitable  than  that  of  flax  s  becaufe  a  ton 

of 
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of  hemp  requires  only  3  acres,  and  a  ton  of  flax 
requires  lo  acres  of  land:  but  was  there  more 
land  cleared,  and  America  more  populous,  then 
the  culture  of  flax  would  be  preferable,  fince  it 
would  employ  more  hands. 

It  muft,  however,  be  a  matter  of  furprife  to 
thofe  who  fee  thefe  real  accounts,  by  which  there 
appears  fo  great  a  profit,  that  the  American  far¬ 
mers  do  not  go  more  into  the  culture  of  hemp 
and  flax. 

The  firfl:  objeftion  which  they  make,  is  the  want 
of  good  and  ftrong  lands,  as  flax  and  particularly 
hemp  are  prodigious  impoverifliers  of  land,  and 
the  farmers  have  not  yet  cattle  enough  to  make 
manure,  and  when  once  the  land  is  exhaufted,  it 
will  bear  no  grain.  2dly.  It  happens  very  often, 
that  on  account  of  the  Spring  draughts,  the  crops 
fail,  and  particularly  that  of  flax.  3dly.  The 
raifing  of  hemp  and  flax  is  a  fort  of  manufadfory, 
which  requires  hard  labour,  and  the  American 
farmers,  in  general,  are  in  want  of  hands,  and  the 
clearing  of  new  land  takes  up  much  of  their  time — • 
a  bufinefs  not  known  in  England.  4thly.  The 
culture  of  wheat  and  India  corn  the  making  of 
flour,  and  raifing  of  cattle  have  been  hitherto 
cafier  for  them,  and  likewife  profitable,  as  the 
prices  have  been  high  and  the  fales  eafy ;  but  when 
thefe  articles  become  more  abundant,  and  the  fale 
thereof  lefs  profitable  and  more  difficult,  then  ne- 
ceffity  will  force  people  to  raife  hemp,  flax  and 
madder  in  the  Northern  Colonies.  The  Back 
Settlers  certainly  will  be  obliged  to  come  foon 
into  the  cultivation  of  thefe  articles,  as  the  tranf- 
port  of  wheat  and  flour  will  not  bear  the  charges  ; 
but  it  is  impofiible  to  forward  the  cultivation  of 
thefe  articles  either  by  force  or  promife,  time  and 

neceflity 
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neceffity  muft  eftablifli  them.  A  fliort  time  after 
Diy  arrival  in  North  America,  I  difcovered  the 
above-mentioned  difficulties,  therefore  my  firft  en¬ 
deavours  were  to  acquire  a  quantity  of  the  moft 
fertile  land,  in  which  I  fucceeded,  and  purchafed, 
and  acquired,  by  patent,  on  the  borders  of  the 
Mohawk  river,,  adjacent  to  the  famous  fertile 
German  Flats — a  traft  of  about  24,000  acres,  240 
miles  above  New  York.  Lchofe  this  diftance  on 
account  of  the  good  land,  and  that  it  might  be 
more  the  Settlers  intereft  to  cultivate  hemp,  flax, 
and  madder  in  preference  to  wheat. 

I  propofed  to  introduce  the  cultivation  of  the 
German  annual  madder,  called  in  Silefia,  Keim 
Rothe^  not  yet  cultivated  in  the  Britifh  dominions. 
The  expences  to  cultivate  this  annual  madder,  and 
the  produce  are  as  follows  :  Rix-drs, 

7200  fquare  feet  produce  1 50  lb.  dried  mad- 
c  der  per  annum,  and,  in  proportion,  an 
Englifh  acre  of  43,560  fquare  feet  would 
produce  about  900  lb.  the  100  lb.  is  com¬ 
monly  fold  at  8  rix-drs  :  thus  the  produce 

of  an  acre  would  be  -  — 

Expences  to  cultivate  an  acre,  and  to  dry  the 
madder  which  it  produces  —  .  — 

47 

Reduced  at  rix-drs.  5  28  S.  G.  per^. 
fieri,  is  7I.  18  s.  6d.  profit  per  acre. 

According  to  this  calculation  it  appears,  that 
a  ton  of  madder  would  ftand  in  1 7  1.  1 1  s  id. 
fterling;  it  requires  a  larger  quantity,  in  the 
dying  than  the  Dutch  madder.  I  will  fuppofe 
it  takes  double  the  quantity,  (which,  however,  it 
does  not)  then  the  ton,  in  proportion  with  the 

Dutch 
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Dutch  madder,  would  (land  only  in  3'5h  2  s.  2d. 
fterling.  It  is  probable  that  the  American  cli¬ 
mate  and  excellent  virgin  foil  would  have  ame¬ 
liorated  the  quality  of  this  madder ;  particularly 
fince  I  have  obferved  on  the  Mohawk  river,  mad¬ 
der  growing  wild. 

The  cultivation  of  this  annual  madder  is  eafy; 
it  is  planted  in  April,  and  dug  out  at  Michaelmas  ; 
thus  the  farmer  has  every  year  the  value  for  the 
produce  of  his  land,  and  it  does  not,  in  proportion, 
require  fo  much  labour  as  the  Dutch  madder. 

I  enquired  of  the  Gardeners  about  Breflau  and 
Lignitz,  where  they  cultivate  a  furprifing  quantity 
of  this  madder,  if  they  did  not  find  a  greater  ad¬ 
vantage  by  planting  the  Dutch  madder  ?  they  told 
me,  they  had  made  a  trial,  and  though  the  Dutch 
madder  yielded  a  little  more  profit,  ftill  they  found 
their  account  better  by  planting  the  annual  mad¬ 
der,  fince  they  received  their  money  every  year, 
had  lefs  trouble,  and  for  the  Dutch  madder  they 
were  obliged  to  wait  3  years. 

As  foon  as  I  eftabliflied  the  Iron  manufaftories 
in  America,  I  was  fenfible  that  I  fhould  want  fomc 
lighter  articles  to  bring  that  heavy  commodity 
home  *,  and,  therefore,  I  laid  my  plan  to  promote 
the  cultivation  of  hemp,  flax  and  madder  ;  and 
madder,  in  particular,  would  have  been  a  fine  ar¬ 
ticle  for  my  purpofe,  fince  it  is  light,  andean 
afford  to  pay  a  great  freight  *,  but  1  had  hardly 
begun  my  operations,  when  I  was  treacheroufly 
removed  in  the  manner  I  have  related. 

I  have  lately  brought  with  me  the  plants  of  this 
excellent  madder  •,  alfo  the  roots,  feed,  and  fome 
of  the  Septennial  flax,  which  grows  7  years  fol¬ 
lowing  on  the  ihme  root,  and  can  be  cut  every 
year  the  fame  as  wheat.  This  quality  would  be 
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an  excellent  plant  in  Novia  Scotia  and  Canada,  for 
it  thrives  well  in  cold  countries,  and  requires  few 
hands  to  attend  it. 

I  have  alfo  procured  fome  feed  of  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  fine  Moravian  hemp,  which,  in  length 
and  quality,  exceeds  any  hemp  I  have  ever  feen 
either  in  Ruflia  or  in  Poland,  and  will  produce, 
on  an  acre  of  fine  ftrong  land,  about  a  ton  of 
hemp  Iwindled  ;  and  a  fample  of  oats  of  the  fineft 
quality  ever  feen  cultivated  only  in  two  places  in 
liurope,  which  produce  near  double  the  quantity 
of  any  other  fort  of  oats  hitherto  known  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  as  alfo  a  fpecies  of  wheat  as  furprifing  in  its 
produce  ;  the  ears  and  feeds  are  in  my  polfelfion, 
and  both  will  grow  admirably  well  in  this  and  the 
North  American  climates.  •  • 

I  acquired  thefe  valuable  plants  and  feeds  with 
difficulty,  and  I  have  preferved  them,  in  hopes 
that  I  fliall  obtain  juftice  for  the  injuries  which  I 
have  fuffered,  and  that  then  I  lhall  be  able  to  ac- 
compliffi  my  plans  in  America. 

I  fubmit  the  preceding  accounts  to  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  perfons  of  experience  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  Iron,  Steel,  and  Pot-afh  Manutadtures, 
and  with  the  culture  of  hemp,  flax  and  madder, 
and  it  will  appear  that  I  have  ftated  every  expence 
fair,  and  that  my  enterprife  would,  in  every  refped, 
have  fucceeded,  had  1  not  been  deceived  and  in¬ 
terrupted. 

I  propofed  alfo  to  add  to  this  narrative  fome 
plans  for  building  furnaces  and  forges,  and  the 
dimenfions  of  furnace  hearths,  and  forge  fires  not 
yet  accurately  exiftant  in  print,  with  remarks  con¬ 
cerning  the  Anfierican  mines  and  ores,  founded  on 
repeated  experiments,  which  would  be  very  ufef^ul 
to  thofe  who  undertake  the  building  of  Iron¬ 
works 


(  97  ) 

works  in  America;  likewife  afmall  praftical  trea- 
tife  on  the  method  of  raifing  filk  in  the  N orthern 
parts  of  Germany,  where  this  branch  has  been 
carried  on  for  to  years  with  furprifing  fuccefs,  and 
where  the  climate  is  equal  to  that  of  the  diftridt 
from  Philadelphia  in  North  America  to  Canada, 
in  which  latitude  they  may  raife  filk  with  as  much 
fuccefs  as  at  Piedmont  in  Italy.  I  had  alfo  col- 
ledted  feveral  obfervations  concerning  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Filheries,  the  nature  of  their  trade  and  manu¬ 
factures  ;  but,  in  my  prefent  circumftances,  I  can¬ 
not  fupport  the  expences  incident  to  fuch  a  pub¬ 
lication. 


FINIS. 


F-  R  R  A  T  A. 

Page  II,  for  Otftober  20,  read  December  20« 

31,  for  York,  read  New  York. 

74>  read  Rix  dollars. 

76,  for  Rix-doilars  i,  read  Rix-dollars  7,  and  for  p?r  Cord 
rend  per  Fuder.  ^  ’ 

77>  for  700  Pig-iron,  read  700  ton  of  Pig-iron. 
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